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on which registered
Common Stock, par value $.001 per share New York Stock Exchange
Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(g) of the Act: None

Indicate by check mark if the registrant is a well-known seasoned issuer, as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act. Yes x No ~
Indicate by check mark if the registrant is not required to file reports pursuant to Section 13 or Section 15(d) of the Act. Yes © No x

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant (1) has filed all reports required to be filed by Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act
of 1934 during the preceding 12 months and (2) has been subject to such filing requirements for the past 90 days. Yes x No ~

Indicate by check mark if disclosure of delinquent filers pursuant to Item 405 of Regulation S-K is not contained herein, and will not be
contained, to the best of registrant s knowledge, in definitive proxy or information statements incorporated by reference in Part III of this Form
10-K or any amendment to this Form 10-K. ~

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer, or a smaller reporting
company. See the definition of large accelerated filer , accelerated filer and smaller reporting company in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act.
(Check one):

Large accelerated filer x Accelerated filer ~ Non-accelerated filer ~ Smaller reporting company
Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a shell company (as defined in Rule 12b-2 of the Act). Yes © No x

The aggregate market value of common stock, par value $.001 per share, held by non-affiliates (based upon the closing sales price on the New
York Stock Exchange on June 30, 2008), the last business day of registrant s most recently completed second fiscal quarter was approximately
$10.0 billion.

As of February 20, 2009, there were 252,448,890 shares of common stock outstanding.
DOCUMENTS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

Information required by Part III, Items 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14, is incorporated by reference to portions of the registrant s definitive proxy statement
for its 2009 annual meeting of stockholders which will be filed on or before April 30, 2009.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Petrohawk Energy Corporation, or the Companys, is filing this Amendment No. 1 to its Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended
December 31, 2008 for the sole purpose of correcting the inadvertent omission of the conformed signature of Deloitte & Touche LLP on the
Report of Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm. A manually signed report by Deloitte & Touche LLP was actually delivered to the
Company prior to the filing of the Company s Form 10-K on February 25, 2009.

As required by the rules of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, this amended Form 10-K includes the entire text of Item 8 of Part IT
and Item 15 of Part IV (amended for the sole purpose of including new officer certifications and new consents as Exhibits in accordance with the
rules of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission). This Amendment does not change, modify or update any of the information in the Form
10-K filed on February 25, 2009, except as noted above.
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MANAGEMENT S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING

Management of Petrohawk Energy Corporation (the Company ), including the Company s Chief Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer, is
responsible for establishing and maintaining adequate internal control over financial reporting for the Company. The Company s internal control
system was designed to provide reasonable assurance to the Company s Management and Directors regarding the preparation and fair

presentation of published financial statements. Because of its inherent limitations, internal control over financial reporting may not prevent or

detect misstatements. Also, projections of any evaluation of effectiveness to future periods are subject to the risk that controls may become
inadequate because of changes in conditions, or that the degree of compliance with the policies or procedures may deteriorate.

Management conducted an evaluation of the effectiveness of internal control over financial reporting based on the Internal Control Integrated
Framework issued by the Committee of Sponsoring Organizations of the Treadway Commission. Based on this evaluation, management
concluded that Petrohawk Energy Corporation s internal control over financial reporting was effective as of December 31, 2008.

Deloitte & Touche LLP, the Company s independent registered public accounting firm, has issued an attestation report on the effectiveness on
our internal control over financial reporting as of December 31, 2008 which is included in Item 8. Consolidated Financial Statements and
Supplementary Data.

/s/ Froyp C. WiLsoN /s/  Mark J. Mize
Floyd C. Wilson Mark J. Mize
Chairman of the Board, President Executive Vice President,
and Chief Executive Officer Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer
Houston, Texas
February 25, 2009
5
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REPORT OF INDEPENDENT REGISTERED PUBLIC ACCOUNTING FIRM
To the Board of Directors and Stockholders of
Petrohawk Energy Corporation
Houston, Texas

We have audited the accompanying consolidated balance sheets of Petrohawk Energy Corporation and subsidiaries (the Company ) as of
December 31, 2008 and 2007, and the related consolidated statements of operations, stockholders equity, and cash flows for each of the three
years in the period ended December 31, 2008. We also have audited the Company s internal control over financial reporting as of December 31,
2008, based on criteria established in Internal Control Integrated Framework issued by the Committee of Sponsoring Organizations of the
Treadway Commission. The Company s management is responsible for these financial statements, for maintaining effective internal control over
financial reporting, and for its assessment of the effectiveness of internal control over financial reporting, included in the accompanying
Management s Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements and
an opinion on the Company s internal control over financial reporting based on our audits.

We conducted our audits in accordance with the standards of the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (United States). Those standards
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material
misstatement and whether effective internal control over financial reporting was maintained in all material respects. Our audits of the financial
statements included examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements, assessing the
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, and evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. Our audit
of internal control over financial reporting included obtaining an understanding of internal control over financial reporting, assessing the risk that
a material weakness exists, and testing and evaluating the design and operating effectiveness of internal control based on the assessed risk. Our
audits also included performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. We believe that our audits provide a
reasonable basis for our opinions.

A company s internal control over financial reporting is a process designed by, or under the supervision of, the company s principal executive and
principal financial officers, or persons performing similar functions, and effected by the company s board of directors, management, and other
personnel to provide reasonable assurance regarding the reliability of financial reporting and the preparation of financial statements for external
purposes in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. A company s internal control over financial reporting includes those
policies and procedures that (1) pertain to the maintenance of records that, in reasonable detail, accurately and fairly reflect the transactions and
dispositions of the assets of the company; (2) provide reasonable assurance that transactions are recorded as necessary to permit preparation of
financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, and that receipts and expenditures of the company are being
made only in accordance with authorizations of management and directors of the company; and (3) provide reasonable assurance regarding
prevention or timely detection of unauthorized acquisition, use, or disposition of the company s assets that could have a material effect on the
financial statements.

Because of the inherent limitations of internal control over financial reporting, including the possibility of collusion or improper management
override of controls, material misstatements due to error or fraud may not be prevented or detected on a timely basis. Also, projections of any
evaluation of the effectiveness of the internal control over financial reporting to future periods are subject to the risk that the controls may
become inadequate because of changes in conditions, or that the degree of compliance with the policies or procedures may deteriorate.

In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Petrohawk
Energy Corporation and subsidiaries as of December 31, 2008 and 2007, and the results of their operations and their cash flows for each of the
three years in the period ended December 31, 2008, in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
Also, in our opinion, the Company maintained, in all material respects, effective internal control over financial reporting as of December 31,
2008, based on the criteria established in Internal Control Integrated Framework issued by the Committee of Sponsoring Organizations of the
Treadway Commission.

/s/ DeLorrtE & ToucHe LLP
Houston, Texas

February 24, 2009
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Operating revenues:
Oil and gas
Marketing

Total operating revenues

Operating expenses:

Marketing

Production:

Lease operating

Workover and other

Taxes other than income

Gathering, transportation and other
General and administrative

Depletion, depreciation and amortization
Full cost ceiling impairment

Total operating expenses

(Loss) income from operations

Other income (expenses):

Net gain (loss) on derivative contracts
Interest expense and other

Total other income (expenses)

(Loss) income before income taxes
Income tax benefit (provision)

Net (loss) income
Preferred dividends

PETROHAWK ENERGY CORPORATION

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS

(In thousands, except per share amounts)

Net (loss) income available to common stockholders

Net (loss) income per share of common stock:

Basic
Diluted

Weighted average shares outstanding:
Basic

Diluted

Years Ended December 31,
2008 2007 2006
$ 1,031,657 $ 883,405 $ 587,762
63,553
1,095,210 883,405 587,762
58,581
52,477 64,666 58,029
5,624 7,700 8,118
47,104 58,347 45,547
47,309 33,015 16,187
74,810 73,867 44,069
396,556 395,161 261,272
950,799
1,633,260 632,756 433,222
(538,050) 250,649 154,540
156,870 (35,011) 124,442
(151,825) (129,603) (89,884)
5,045 (164,614) 34,558
(533,005) 86,035 189,098
144,953 (33,138) (72,535)
(388,052) 52,897 116,563
(217)
$ (388,052) $ 52,897 $ 116,346

$ .77) % 0.31 $ 095

$ L77y % 0.31 $ 092

218,993 168,006 122,452

218,993 171,248 126,135

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements.

Table of Contents



Table of Contents

Edgar Filing: PETROHAWK ENERGY CORP - Form 10-K/A

10



Edgar Filing: PETROHAWK ENERGY CORP - Form 10-K/A

Table of Conten

Current assets:

Cash

Marketable securities

Accounts receivable

Current portion of deferred income taxes
Receivables from derivative contracts
Prepaids and other

Total current assets

Oil and gas properties (full cost method):

Evaluated
Unevaluated

Gross oil and gas properties
Less accumulated depletion

Net oil and gas properties

Other operating property and equipment:
Gas gathering systems and equipment
Other operating assets

Gross other operating property and equipment

Less accumulated depreciation

Net other operating property and equipment

Other noncurrent assets:

Goodwill

Debt issuance costs, net of amortization
Receivables from derivative contracts
Restricted cash (Note 2)

Note receivable (Note 2)

Other

Total assets

Current liabilities:

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Current portion of deferred income taxes
Liabilities from derivative contracts
Current portion of long-term debt

Total current liabilities

Table of Contents

PETROHAWK ENERGY CORPORATION

CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEETS

(In thousands, except share and per share amounts)

December 31,
2008 2007
$ 6,883 $ 1,812
123,009
277,349 148,138
5,855
201,128 12,369
40,063 21,019
648,432 189,193
4,894,357 3,247,304
2,287,968 677,565
7,182,325 3,924,869
(2,111,038) (769,197)
5,071,287 3,155,672
190,054 1,514
20,271 17,426
210,325 18,940
(11,106) (6,838)
199,219 12,102
933,058 933,945
30,477 12,052
23,399
269,837
96,098
1,457 3,540
$ 6,907,329 $4,672,439
$ 639,432 $ 331,471
77,454
28,198
9,426 828
726,312 360,497
11
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Long-term debt 2,283,874
Liabilities from derivative contracts

Asset retirement obligations 28,644
Deferred income taxes 460,913
Other noncurrent liabilities 2,676

Commitments and contingencies (Note 6)
Stockholders equity:
Common stock: 300,000,000 shares of $.001 par value authorized; 252,364,143 and 171,220,817 shares

issued and outstanding at December 31, 2008 and 2007, respectively 252
Additional paid-in capital 3,655,500
(Accumulated deficit) retained earnings (250,842)
Total stockholders equity 3,404,910
Total liabilities and stockholders equity $ 6,907,329

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements.
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1,595,127
6,915
23,800
674,968
2,235

171
1,871,516
137,210

2,008,897

$4,672,439
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PETROHAWK ENERGY CORPORATION

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF STOCKHOLDERS EQUITY

Preferred

Shares
Balances at December 31, 2005 593
Equity compensation vesting
Common stock issued for purchase of
KCS Energy, Inc.
Sale of common stock
Encap shares retired
Preferred stock dividends
Repurchase of preferred stock
Retirement of treasury shares
Common stock issuances
Offering costs
Net income

(593)

Balances at December 31, 2006
Equity compensation vesting
Warrants exercised

Common stock issuances

Tax benefit from exercise of stock
options

Net income

Balances at December 31, 2007

Sale of common stock

Equity compensation vesting

Warrants exercised

Common stock issuances

Purchase of shares to cover individuals
tax withholding

Reduction in shares to cover individuals
tax withholding

Offering costs

Net loss

Balances at December 31, 2008

Amount

$

$

$

$

1

)

(In thousands)
Common
Shares Amount
73,566 $ 74
83,862 84
13,000 13
(3,322) 3)
3)
1,389 1
168,487 $ 169
575
2,159 2
171,221  $ 171
78,200 78
1,222 1
1,874 2
(153)

252,364 $ 252

Additional (Accumulated Deficit) Total
Paid-in Treasury Retained Stockholders
Capital Stock Earnings Equity

$ 558452 $ (36) $ (32,033) $ 526,458

10,618 10,618

1,146,518 1,146,602

188,487 188,500
(46,197) (46,200)
217) (217)
(5,487) (5,488)

36) 36

2,449 2,450
(10,942) (10,942)

116,563 116,563

$1,843,862 % $ 84,313 $ 1,928,344

22,230 22,230

2,427 2,429

2,997 2,997

52,897 52,897

$1,871,516 $ $ 137,210  $ 2,008,897

1,831,872 1,831,950

16,279 16,279

883 884

13,661 13,663
(3,798) (3,798)
(1,150) (1,150)
(73,763) (73,763)
(388,052) (388,052)

$3,655,500 $ $ (250,842) $ 3,404,910

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements.
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PETROHAWK ENERGY CORPORATION

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS

(In thousands)

Cash flows from operating activities:
Net (loss) income

Adjustments to reconcile net (loss) income to net cash provided by operating

activities:

Depletion, depreciation and amortization

Full cost ceiling impairment

Income tax (benefit) provision

Stock-based compensation

Net unrealized (gain) loss on derivative contracts
Net realized (gain) loss on derivative contracts acquired
Other

Change in assets and liabilities, net of acquisitions:
Accounts receivable

Prepaid expenses and other

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities

Other

Net cash provided by operating activities

Cash flows from investing activities:

Oil and gas capital expenditures

Acquisition of One Tec, LLC, net of cash acquired of $2,145
Acquisition of KCS Energy, Inc., net of cash acquired of $8,260
Acquisition of Winwell Resources, Inc., net of cash acquired of $14,965
Proceeds received from sale of oil and gas properties
Marketable securities purchased

Marketable securities redeemed

Increase in restricted cash

Decrease in restricted cash

Other operating property and equipment expenditures

Other

Net cash used in investing activities

Cash flows from financing activities:

Proceeds from exercise of options and warrants
Proceeds from issuance of common stock
Acquisition of common stock

Offering costs

Proceeds from borrowings

Repayment of borrowings

Debt issue costs

Net realized gain (loss) on derivative contracts acquired
Buyback of 8% cumulative preferred stock
Other

Table of Contents

Years Ended December 31,
2008 2007 2006
$ (388,052) $ 52,897 $ 116,563
396,556 395,161 261,272
950,799
(144,953) 33,138 72,535
12,310 15,540 8,242
(230,640) 79,011 (134,428)
(3,615) 14,646
4,552 5,664 1,469
(110,479) 18,554 (16,664)
(19,044) (3,372) (6,373)
135,382 11,846 (19,231)
2,524 221 (1,138)
608,955 605,045 296,893
(3,121,736) (1,253,180) (483,372)
(39,910)
(512,344)
(177,264)
109,268 689,220 192,424
(3,777,427)
3,654,418
(650,000)
269,837 380,163
(164,810) (2,998) 2,773)
9 10,763
(3,030,450) (876,696) (972,566)
14,438 6,058 2,850
1,831,950 188,500
(46,200)
(73,763) (10,942)
2,764,000 950,000 1,681,183
(2,086,266) (689,601) (1,111,644)
(23,793) (834) (14,438)
3,615 (14,646)
(5,340)
(1,368) (968)
14
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Net cash provided by financing activities

Net increase (decrease) in cash

Cash at beginning of period

Cash at end of period

Table of Contents

2,426,566

5,071
1,812

6,883

$

267,870

(3,781)
5,593

1,812

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements.
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668,355

(7,318)
12,911

5,593
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PETROHAWK ENERGY CORPORATION

NOTES TO THE CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS AND ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Basis of Presentation and Principles of Consolidation

Petrohawk Energy Corporation (Petrohawk or the Company) is an independent oil and natural gas company engaged in the exploration,
development and production of oil and natural gas properties located in onshore North America. The Company operates in one segment, oil and
natural gas exploration and exploitation. The consolidated financial statements include the accounts of all majority-owned, controlled
subsidiaries. All intercompany accounts and transactions have been eliminated. Certain prior year amounts have been reclassified to conform to
the current year presentation.

Use of Estimates

The preparation of the Company s consolidated financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United
States requires the Company s management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and
disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities, if any, at the date of the consolidated financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues
and expenses during the respective reporting periods. These estimates include oil and natural gas proved reserve quantities which form the basis
for the calculation of amortization of oil and natural gas properties. Management emphasizes that reserve estimates are inherently imprecise and
that estimates of more recent reserve discoveries are more imprecise than those for properties with long production histories. Actual results may
differ from the estimates and assumptions used in the preparation of the Company s consolidated financial statements.

Marketable Securities

During the second quarter of 2008, the Company made the decision to invest a portion of its cash in money market mutual funds which are
highly liquid marketable securities. The Company accounts for marketable securities in accordance with Statement of Financial Accounting
Standards (SFAS) No. 115, Accounting for Certain Investments in Debt and Equity Securities and classifies marketable securities as trading,
available-for-sale, or held-to-maturity. The appropriate classification of its marketable securities is determined at the time of purchase and
reevaluated at each balance sheet date.

At December 31, 2008, the Company held approximately $123.0 million of marketable securities which have been classified and accounted for
as trading securities. Trading securities are recorded at fair value with realized gains and losses reported in interest expense and other in the
consolidated statements of operations.

Allowance for Doubtful Accounts

The Company establishes provisions for losses on accounts receivable if it determines that it will not collect all or part of the outstanding
balance. The Company regularly reviews collectibility and establishes or adjusts the allowance as necessary using the specific identification
method. There is no significant allowance for doubtful accounts at December 31, 2008 or 2007.

Oil and Natural Gas Properties

The Company accounts for its oil and natural gas producing activities using the full cost method of accounting as prescribed by the United States
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). Accordingly, all costs incurred in the acquisition, exploration, and development of proved oil and
natural gas properties, including

11
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the costs of abandoned properties, dry holes, geophysical costs, and annual lease rentals are capitalized. All general and administrative corporate
costs unrelated to drilling activities are expensed as incurred. Sales or other dispositions of oil and natural gas properties are accounted for as
adjustments to capitalized costs, with no gain or loss recorded unless the ratio of cost to proved reserves would significantly change. Depletion
of evaluated oil and natural gas properties is computed on the units of production method based on proved reserves. The net capitalized costs of
proved oil and natural gas properties are subject to a full cost ceiling limitation in which the costs are not allowed to exceed their related
estimated future net revenues discounted at 10%, net of tax considerations. In accordance with Staff Accounting Bulletin Topic 12.D.3.c., the
Company utilizes the prices in effect on a date subsequent to the end of a reporting period when the full cost ceiling limitation was exceeded at
the end of a reporting period and subsequent pricing exceeds pricing at the end of the reporting period.

Costs associated with unevaluated properties are excluded from the full cost pool until the Company has made a determination as to the
existence of proved reserves. The Company reviews its unevaluated properties at the end of each quarter to determine whether the costs incurred
should be transferred to the full cost pool and thereby subject to amortization.

Property, Plant and Equipment Other than Oil and Natural Gas Properties

Other operating property and equipment are recorded at cost. Depreciation is calculated using the straight-line method over the following
estimated useful lives: pipelines, 30 years; auto, leasehold improvements, furniture and equipment, 5 years; and computers, 3 years. Upon sale,
retirement, or otherwise disposed of, the cost and accumulated depreciation are removed from the accounts and any gains or losses are reflected
in current operations. Maintenance and repair costs are charged to operating expense as incurred. Material expenditures, which increase the life
of an asset, are capitalized and depreciated over the estimated remaining useful life of the asset.

The Company reviews its property and equipment in accordance with SFAS No. 144, Accounting for the Impairment or Disposal of Long-Lived
Assets (SFAS 144). SFAS 144 requires the Company to evaluate property and equipment as an event occurs or circumstances change that would
more likely than not reduce the fair value of the property and equipment below the carrying amount. If the carrying amount of property and
equipment is not recoverable from its undiscounted cash flows, then the Company would recognize an impairment loss for the difference
between the carrying amount and the current fair value. Further, the Company evaluates the remaining useful lives of property and equipment at
each reporting period to determine whether events and circumstances warrant a revision to the remaining depreciation periods.

Revenue Recognition

Revenues from the sale of oil and natural gas are recognized when the product is delivered at a fixed or determinable price, title has transferred,
collectibility is reasonably assured and evidenced by a contract. The Company follows the sales method of accounting for its oil and natural gas
revenue, so it recognizes revenue on all natural gas or crude oil sold to purchasers, regardless of whether the sales are proportionate to its
ownership in the property. A receivable or liability is recognized only to the extent that the Company has an imbalance on a specific property
greater than the expected remaining proved reserves.

Marketing Revenue and Expense

During the fourth quarter of 2008, the Company began purchasing and selling third party natural gas produced from wells we operate. The
revenues and expenses related to these marketing activities are reported on a gross basis as part of operating revenues and operating expenses.
Marketing revenues are recorded at the time natural gas is physically delivered to third parties at a fixed or index price. Marketing expenses
attributable to gas purchases are recorded as the Company takes physical title to natural gas and transports the purchased volumes to the point of
sale.

12
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Concentrations of Credit Risk

The Company operates a substantial portion of its oil and natural gas properties. As the operator of a property, the Company makes full
payments for costs associated with the property and seeks reimbursement from the other working interest owners in the property for their share
of those costs. The Company s joint interest partners consist primarily of independent oil and natural gas producers. If the oil and natural gas
exploration and production industry in general were adversely affected, the ability of the Company s joint interest partners to reimburse the
Company could be adversely affected.

The purchasers of the Company s oil and natural gas production consist primarily of independent marketers, major oil and natural gas companies
and gas pipeline companies. The Company has not experienced any significant losses from uncollectible accounts. In 2008, the Company had
two individual purchasers each accounting for in excess of 10% of our total sales, collectively representing 30% of its total sales. In 2007, the
Company had one individual purchaser accounting for 10% of its total sales. In 2006, the Company had no individual purchasers accounting for
more than 10% of its total sales. The Company does not believe the loss of any one of its purchasers would materially affect the Company s
ability to sell the oil and natural gas it produces. The Company believes other purchasers are available in the Company s areas of operations.

Risk Management Activities

The Company follows SFAS No. 133, Accounting for Derivative Instruments and Hedging Activities (SFAS 133), as amended. From time to

time, the Company may hedge a portion of its forecasted oil and natural gas production. Derivative contracts entered into by the Company have
consisted of transactions in which the Company hedges the variability of cash flow related to a forecasted transaction. The Company has elected

to not designate any of its positions for hedge accounting. Accordingly, the Company records the net change in the mark-to-market valuation of
these positions, as well as payments and receipts on settled contracts, in net gain (loss) on derivative contracts on the consolidated statements of
operations.

During the first quarter of 2008, the Company made the decision to mitigate a portion of its interest rate risk with interest rate swaps, which
reduce the exposure to market rate fluctuations by converting variable interest rates to fixed interest rates. These interest rate swaps converted a
portion of the Company s Senior Credit Agreement (as defined in Note 4, Long-term Debt ) to a fixed rate obligation, thereby reducing the
exposure to market rate fluctuations. The Company elected to not designate any of its interest rate swap positions for hedge accounting.
Accordingly, the Company recorded the net change in the mark-to-market valuation of these positions, as well as all payments and receipts on
settled contracts, in net gain (loss) on derivatives contracts on the consolidated statements of operations. During the second quarter of 2008, the
Company repaid all outstanding borrowings under its Senior Credit Agreement. As a result, the Company made the decision to settle all of its
outstanding interest rate swap positions which resulted in a gain of $1.5 million during the second quarter of 2008 which is included in net gain
(loss) on derivative contracts on the consolidated statements of operations.

Income Taxes

The Company accounts for income taxes using the asset and liability method wherein deferred tax assets and liabilities are recognized for the
future tax consequences attributable to differences between financial statement carrying amounts of existing assets and liabilities and their
respective tax bases. Deferred tax assets and liabilities are measured using enacted tax rates expected to apply to taxable income in the years in
which temporary differences are expected to be recovered or settled. Deferred tax assets are reduced by a valuation allowance if, based on the
weight of available evidence, it is more likely than not that some portion or all of the deferred tax assets will not be realized.

In July 2006, the Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) issued Financial Interpretation (FIN) 48, Accounting for Uncertainty in Income
Taxes an Interpretation of FASB 109 (FIN 48). FIN 48 created a single
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model to address accounting for the uncertainty in income tax positions and prescribes a minimum recognition threshold a tax position must
meet before recognition in the financial statements.

The evaluation of a tax position in accordance with FIN 48 is a two-step process. The first step is a recognition process to determine whether it is
more likely than not that a tax position will be sustained upon examination, including resolution of any related appeals or litigation processes,
based on the technical merits of the position. In evaluating whether a tax position has met the more likely than not recognition threshold, it is
presumed that the position will be examined by the appropriate taxing authority with full knowledge of all relevant information. The second step
is a measurement process whereby a tax position that meets the more likely than not recognition threshold is calculated to determine the amount
of benefit/expense to recognize in the financial statements. The tax position is measured at the largest amount of benefit/expense that is more
likely than not of being realized upon ultimate settlement.

The Company includes interest and penalties relating to uncertain tax positions within interest expense and other on the Company s consolidated
statements of operations.

The Company adopted the provisions of FIN 48 effective January 1, 2007 which did not have a material impact on the Company s operating
results, financial position or cash flows. The Company did not record a cumulative effect adjustment related to the adoption of FIN 48.

Included in the Company s consolidated balance sheet at January 1, 2007 was approximately $2.1 million of liabilities associated with uncertain
tax positions in the jurisdictions in which it conducts business offset by reductions to existing deferred tax liabilities. This amount included $0.1
million of accrued interest and penalties. No material amounts have been identified to date that would impact the Company s effective tax rate.
The Company does not anticipate material changes to liabilities related to such uncertain tax positions within the next twelve months. Refer to
Note 9, Income Taxes , for more details.

Generally, the Company s tax years 2005 through 2008 are either currently under audit or remain open and subject to examination by federal tax
authorities or the tax authorities in Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas, which are the jurisdictions in which the Company
has its principal operations. In certain of these jurisdictions, the Company operates through more than one legal entity, each of which may have
different open years subject to examination. Additionally, it is important to note that years are technically open for examination until the statute
of limitations in each respective jurisdiction expires.

Tax audits may be ongoing at any point in time. Tax liabilities are recorded based on estimates of additional taxes which may be due upon the
conclusion of these audits. Estimates of these tax liabilities are made based upon prior experience and are updated for changes in facts and
circumstances. However, due to the uncertain and complex application of tax regulations, it is possible that the ultimate resolution of audits may
result in liabilities which could be materially different from these estimates.

Asset Retirement Obligation

SFAS No. 143, Accounting for Asset Retirement Obligations (SFAS 143) requires that the fair value of an asset retirement cost, and
corresponding liability, should be recorded as part of the cost of the related long-lived asset and subsequently allocated to expense using a
systematic and rational method. The Company has recorded an asset retirement obligation to reflect the Company s legal obligations related to
future plugging and abandonment of its oil and natural gas wells and gas gathering systems. The Company estimated the expected cash flow
associated with the obligation and discounted the amount using a credit-adjusted, risk-free interest rate. At least annually, the Company
reassesses the obligation to determine whether a change in the estimated obligation is necessary. The Company evaluates whether there are
indicators that suggest the estimated cash flows underlying the obligation have materially changed. Should those indicators suggest the estimated
obligation may have materially changed on an interim basis (quarterly), the Company will accordingly update its
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assessment. Additional retirement obligations increase the liability associated with new oil and natural gas wells and gas gathering systems as
these obligations are incurred.

Goodwill

Goodwill represents the excess of the purchase price over the estimated fair value of the assets acquired net of the fair value of liabilities

assumed in an acquisition. Goodwill decreased $0.9 million in 2008 due to the tax effects of the exercise of stock options and the sale of
restricted stock in 2008 that were included in the Company s original purchase price allocations for the KCS Energy, Inc. and Mission Resources
Corporation mergers. SFAS No. 142, Goodwill and Other Intangible Assets (SFAS 142) requires that intangible assets with indefinite lives,
including goodwill, be evaluated on an annual basis for impairment or more frequently if an event occurs or circumstances change that could
potentially result in impairment. The Company completed its annual goodwill impairment test during the third quarters of 2008, 2007 and 2006
and no goodwill impairments were deemed necessary.

The goodwill impairment test requires the allocation of goodwill and all other assets and liabilities to reporting units. If the fair value of the
reporting unit is less than the book value (including goodwill), then goodwill is reduced to its implied fair value and the amount of the
writedown is charged against earnings. The assumptions used by the Company in calculating its reporting unit fair value at the time of the test
include the Company s market capitalization and discounted future cash flows based on estimated reserves and production, future costs and
future oil and natural gas prices. Adverse changes to any of these factors could lead to an impairment of all or a portion of the Company s
goodwill in future periods.

At December 31, 2008, the Company recorded a full cost ceiling impairment of approximately $1.0 billion. The full cost ceiling calculation
dictates that prices and costs in effect as of the last day of the quarter are held constant. See Note 3, Oil and Natural Gas Properties for more
details. As a result of the full cost ceiling impairment, the Company reviewed its goodwill for impairment as of December 31, 2008. Based on
that review, no goodwill impairment was deemed necessary.

Fair Value of Financial Instruments

The estimated fair values for financial instruments under FASB Statement No. 107, Disclosures about Fair Value of Financial Instruments, are
determined at discrete points in time based on relevant market information. These estimates involve uncertainties and cannot be determined with
precision. The estimated fair value of cash, marketable securities, accounts receivable and accounts payable approximates their carrying value
due to their short-term nature. The estimated fair value of the Company s Senior Credit Agreement approximates carrying value because the
facility s interest rate approximates current market rates. The following table presents the estimated fair values of the Company s fixed interest
rate debt instruments as of December 31, 2008 and 2007:

December 31, 2008 December 31, 2007

Carrying Estimated Carrying Estimated

Debt Amount Fair Value Amount Fair Value
(In thousands)

77/8% $800 million senior notes $ 800,000 $ 591,040 $ $
91/8% $775 million senior notes 768,725 595,762 768,725 809,083
7 /8% $275 million senior notes 272,375 223,348 272,375 260,799
97/8% senior notes 254 213 254 254

$ 1,841,354 $ 1,410,363 $ 1,041,354 $ 1,070,136

The Company accounts for its derivative activities under the provisions of SFAS 133, Accounting for Derivative Instruments and Hedging
Activities, as amended. This statement, as amended, establishes accounting and reporting that every derivative instrument be recorded on the
balance sheet as either an asset or liability measured at fair value. See Note 7, Derivative and Hedging Activities for more details.
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Stock-Based Compensation

In January 2006, the Company adopted SFAS No. 123(R), Share-Based Payment (SFAS 123(R)). SFAS 123(R) revises SFAS No. 123,
Accounting for Stock-Based Compensation (SFAS 123), and focuses on accounting for share-based payments for services provided by employee
to employer. The statement requires companies to expense the fair value of employee stock options and other equity-based compensation at the
grant date. The statement does not require a certain type of valuation model, and either a binomial or Black-Scholes model may be used. The
Company used the modified prospective application method as detailed in SFAS 123(R).

401(k) Plan

The Company sponsors a 401(k) tax deferred savings plan, whereby the Company matches a portion of employees contributions in cash.
Participation in the plan is voluntary and all employees of the Company who are 21 years of age are eligible to participate. The Company
charged to expense plan contributions of $2.6 million in 2008 and 2007 and $1.7 million in 2006. The Company matches employee contributions
dollar-for-dollar on the first 10% of an employee s pretax earnings.

Recently Issued Accounting Pronouncements

On December 31, 2008, the SEC published the final rules and interpretations updating its oil and gas reporting requirements. Many of the
revisions are updates to definitions in the existing oil and gas rules to make them consistent with the petroleum resource management system,
which is a widely accepted standard for the management of petroleum resources that was developed by several industry organizations. Key
revisions include changes to the pricing used to estimate reserves utilizing a 12-month average price rather than a single day spot price which
eliminates the ability to utilize subsequent prices to the end of a reporting period when the full cost ceiling was exceeded and subsequent pricing
exceeds pricing at the end of a reporting period, the ability to include nontraditional resources in reserves, the use of new technology for
determining reserves, and permitting disclosure of probable and possible reserves. The SEC will require companies to comply with the amended
disclosure requirements for registration statements filed after January 1, 2010, and for annual reports on Form 10-K for fiscal years ending on or
after December 15, 2009. Early adoption is not permitted. The Company is currently assessing the impact that the adoption will have on the
Company s disclosures, operating results, financial position and cash flows.

In March 2008, the FASB issued Statement No. 161, Disclosures about Derivative Instruments and Hedging Activities an amendment of FASB
Statement No. 133 (SFAS 161). SFAS 161 requires entities that utilize derivative instruments to provide qualitative disclosures about their
objectives and strategies for using such instruments, as well as any details of credit-risk-related contingent features contained within derivatives.
SFAS 161 also requires entities to disclose additional information about the amounts and location of derivatives located within the financial
statements, how the provisions of SFAS 133 have been applied, and the impact that hedges have on an entity s operating results, financial
position or cash flows. SFAS 161 is effective for fiscal years and interim periods beginning after November 15, 2008, with early application
encouraged. The Company is currently assessing the impact, if any, that the adoption of this pronouncement will have on the Company s
disclosures.

In December 2007, the FASB issued SFAS No. 141, Business Combinations (SFAS 141R), and SFAS No. 160, Accounting and Reporting of
Noncontrolling Interest in Consolidated Financial Statements, an amendment of ARB No. 51 (SFAS 160). SFAS 141R and SFAS 160 will
significantly change the accounting for and reporting of business combination transactions and noncontrolling (minority) interests in
consolidated financial statements. SFAS 141R retains the fundamental requirements in Statement 141, Business Combinations, while providing
additional definitions, such as the definition of the acquirer in a purchase and improvements in the application of how the acquisition method is
applied. SFAS 160 will change the accounting and reporting for minority interests, which will be recharacterized as noncontrolling interests, and
classified as a component of equity. These Statements become simultaneously effective January 1, 2009. Early adoption is not permitted. The
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Company is currently assessing the impact, if any, that the adoption of this pronouncement will have on the Company s operating results,
financial position or cash flows.

In April 2007, the FASB issued FSP No. FIN 39-1, Amendment of FASB Interpretation No. 39, (FIN 39-1) to amend FIN 39, Offsetting of

Amounts Related to Certain Contracts (FIN 39). The terms conditional contracts and exchange contracts used in FIN 39 have been replaced with
the more general term derivative contracts. In addition, FIN 39-1 permits the offsetting of recognized fair values for the right to reclaim cash
collateral or the obligation to return cash collateral against fair values of derivatives under certain circumstances, such as under master netting
arrangements. Additional disclosure is also required regarding a Company s accounting policy with respect to offsetting fair value amounts. The
Company adopted FIN 39-1 on January 1, 2008 and elected not to offset fair value amounts as part of the adoption of this FASB Interpretation.

There was no impact on the Company s operating results, financial position or cash flows.

In February 2007, the FASB issued SFAS 159, The Fair Value Option for Financial Assets and Financial Liabilities Including an Amendment of
FASB Statement No. 115 (SFAS 159), which permits entities to choose to measure many financial instruments and certain other items at fair
value (Fair Value Option). Election of the Fair Value Option is made on an instrument-by-instrument basis and is irrevocable. At the adoption
date, unrealized gains and losses on financial assets and liabilities for which the Fair Value Option has been elected would be reported as a
cumulative adjustment to beginning retained earnings. Following the election of the Fair Value Option for certain financial assets and liabilities,
the Company would report unrealized gains and losses due to changes in fair value in earnings at each subsequent reporting date. The Company
adopted SFAS 159 effective January 1, 2008 which did not have a material impact on the Company s operating results, financial position or cash
flows as the Company did not elect the Fair Value Option for any of its financial assets or liabilities.

In September 2006, the FASB issued SFAS 157, Fair Value Measurements (SFAS 157), which defines fair value, establishes a framework for
measuring fair value, and expands disclosures about fair value measurements. This pronouncement applies to other standards that require or
permit fair value measurements. Accordingly, this statement does not require any new fair value measurements. The Company adopted the
provisions of SFAS 157 on January 1, 2008. See Fair Value Measurements below for more details.

Fair Value Measurements

In September 2006, the FASB issued SFAS 157 which defines fair value, establishes a framework for measuring fair value, and expands
disclosures about fair value measurements. The provisions of SFAS 157 are effective January 1, 2008. The FASB has also issued Staff Position
(FSP) SFAS 157-2 (FSP No. 157-2), which delays the effective date of SFAS 157 for nonfinancial assets and liabilities, except for items that are
recognized or disclosed at fair value in the financial statements on a recurring basis (at least annually), until fiscal years beginning after
November 15, 2008. Effective January 1, 2008, the Company adopted SFAS 157 as discussed above and has elected to defer the application
thereof to nonfinancial assets and liabilities in accordance with FSP No. 157-2. Non-recurring nonfinancial assets and nonfinancial liabilities for
which the Company has not applied the provisions of SFAS 157 include those measured at fair value in goodwill impairment testing, asset
retirement obligations initially measured at fair value, and those initially measured at fair value in a business combination.

In October 2008, the FASB issued FSP SFAS 157-3, Determining the Fair Value of a Financial Asset When the Market for That Asset Is Not
Active (FSP No. 157-3), which clarifies the application of SFAS No. 157 in an inactive market and illustrates how an entity would determine fair
value when the market for a financial asset is not active. The guidance provided by FSP No. 157-3 did not have a material impact on the
Company s operating results, financial position or cash flows.

The Company utilizes derivative contracts to economically hedge against the variability in cash flows associated with the forecasted sale of its
anticipated future oil and natural gas production. The Company generally economically hedges a substantial, but varying, portion of anticipated
oil and natural gas production for
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the next 12-24 months. Derivatives are carried at fair value on the consolidated balance sheets, with the changes in the fair value included in the
consolidated statements of operations for the period in which the change occurs.

Periodically, the Company utilizes marketable securities to invest a portion of its cash on hand. These securities are carried at fair value on the
consolidated balance sheets, with the changes in the fair value included in the consolidated statements of operations for the period in which the
change occurs.

As defined in SFAS 157, fair value is the price that would be received to sell an asset or paid to transfer a liability in an orderly transaction
between market participants at the measurement date (exit price). The Company utilizes market data or assumptions that market participants
would use in pricing the asset or liability, including assumptions about risk and the risks inherent in the inputs to the valuation technique. These
inputs can be readily observable, market corroborated, or generally unobservable. The Company classifies fair value balances based on the
observability of those inputs. SFAS 157 establishes a fair value hierarchy that prioritizes the inputs used to measure fair value. The hierarchy
gives the highest priority to unadjusted quoted prices in active markets for identical assets or liabilities (level 1 measurement) and the lowest
priority to unobservable inputs (level 3 measurement).

The three levels of the fair value hierarchy defined by SFAS 157 are as follows:

Level 1 Quoted prices are available in active markets for identical assets or liabilities as of the reporting date. Active markets are those in which
transactions for the asset or liability occur in sufficient frequency and volume to provide pricing information on an ongoing basis. Level 1
primarily consists of financial instruments such as exchange-traded derivatives, marketable securities and listed equities.

Level 2 Pricing inputs are other than quoted prices in active markets included in level 1, which are either directly or indirectly observable as of
the reported date. Level 2 includes those financial instruments that are valued using models or other valuation methodologies. These models are
primarily industry-standard models that consider various assumptions, including quoted forward prices for commodities, time value, volatility
factors, and current market and contractual prices for the underlying instruments, as well as other relevant economic measures. Substantially all
of these assumptions are observable in the marketplace throughout the full term of the instrument, can be derived from observable data or are
supported by observable levels at which transactions are executed in the marketplace. Instruments in this category generally include
non-exchange-traded derivatives such as commodity swaps, interest rate swaps, options and collars.

Level 3  Pricing inputs include significant inputs that are generally less observable from objective sources. These inputs may be used with
internally developed methodologies that result in management s best estimate of fair value.

The following table sets forth by level within the fair value hierarchy the Company s financial assets and liabilities that were accounted for at fair
value as of December 31, 2008. As required by SFAS 157, financial assets and liabilities are classified in their entirety based on the lowest level
of input that is significant to the fair value measurement. The Company s assessment of the significance of a particular input to the fair value
measurement requires judgment, and may affect the valuation of fair value assets and liabilities and their placement within the fair value
hierarchy levels.

December 31, 2008
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total
(In thousands)

Assets

Marketable securities $ 123,009 $ $ $ 123,009

Receivables from derivative contracts 224,527 224,527
$ 123,009 $ 224,527 $ $ 347,536

Liabilities

Liabilities from derivative contracts $ $ $ $
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Derivatives listed above include collars, swaps, basis swaps and puts that are carried at fair value. The fair value amounts in current period
earnings associated with the Company s derivatives resulted from Level 2 fair value methodologies; that is, the Company is able to value the
assets and liabilities based on observable market data for similar instruments. This observable data includes the forward curve for commodity
prices based on quoted markets prices and prospective volatility factors related to changes in the forward curves.

As of December 31, 2008, the Company s derivative contracts were placed at major financial institutions with investment grade credit ratings
which are believed to have a minimal credit risk. As such, the Company is exposed to credit risk to the extent of nonperformance by the
counterparties in the derivative contracts discussed above; however, the Company does not anticipate such nonperformance.

Marketable securities listed above are carried at fair value. The fair value amounts in current period earnings associated with the Company s
marketable securities resulted from Level 1 fair value methodologies; that is, the Company is able to value the assets based on quoted fair values
for identical instruments.

2. ACQUISITIONS AND DIVESTITURES
Acquisitions

KCS Energy, Inc.

On April 21, 2006, the Company and KCS Energy, Inc. (KCS) announced they had entered into a definitive agreement to merge the companies.
This merger was consummated on July 12, 2006 and was consistent with management s goals of acquiring properties within the Company s core
operating areas that have a significant proved reserve component and which management believes have additional development and exploration
opportunities.

Upon the closing of the merger, KCS stockholders became entitled to receive a combination of $9.00 cash and 1.65 shares of Petrohawk

common stock for each share of KCS common stock. At the time of the merger, there were approximately 50.0 million shares of unrestricted

KCS common stock outstanding that converted into approximately 82.6 million shares of unrestricted Petrohawk common stock. Total
consideration for the shares of KCS common stock was comprised of approximately $1.1 billion of Petrohawk common stock, calculated based

on the five day average of Petrohawk s common stock around the merger announcement date, or $13.44, approximately $450 million of cash and
the assumption of $275 million of KCS debt. In addition, all outstanding options to purchase KCS common stock and restricted shares of KCS
common stock were converted into options to purchase the Company s common stock or restricted shares of the Company s common stock using
an exchange ratio of 2.3706 shares of Petrohawk common stock to one share of KCS common stock.

The merger was accounted for using the purchase method of accounting under the accounting standards established in SFAS No. 141, Business
Combinations (SFAS 141) and SFAS 142. As a result, the Company reflected the results of operations of KCS beginning July 12, 2006. The
Company recorded the estimated fair values of the assets acquired and liabilities assumed at July 12, 2006, which primarily consisted of oil and
natural gas properties of $1.6 billion, asset retirement obligations of $15.1 million, a deferred income tax liability of $421.6 million, a deferred
income tax asset of $49.1 million and goodwill of $767.1 million. The deferred income tax liability recognizes the difference between the tax
basis and the fair value of the acquired oil and natural gas properties. The recorded book value of the oil and natural gas properties was increased
and goodwill was recorded to recognize this tax basis differential, none of which is deductible for tax purposes. The deferred income tax asset
pertains to net operating loss carry-forwards and alternative minimum tax credits in the amounts of $44 million, net of tax, and $5.1 million,
respectively.
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Other Transactions
Fayetteville Shale

On January 7, 2008, the Company entered into an agreement to purchase additional properties located in the Fayetteville Shale for $231.3
million after customary closing adjustments. The transaction closed on February 8, 2008. The acquired properties include interests primarily in
Van Buren and Cleburne Counties, Arkansas. These properties are substantially undeveloped. During the second half of 2007, the Company
completed three separate acquisitions for total cash consideration of approximately $409 million.

Elm Grove Field

On January 22, 2008, the Company completed an acquisition of interests in the Elm Grove Field, located primarily in Bossier and Caddo
Parishes of North Louisiana, for approximately $169 million.

One TEC, LLC

On August 3, 2007 the Company completed the acquisition of all of the membership interests of One TEC, LLC (One TEC) for approximately
$42.0 million. The One TEC acquisition was accounted for using the purchase method of accounting under the accounting standards established
in SFAS 141 and SFAS 142. As a result, the Company reflected the results of operations of One TEC beginning August 3, 2007. The Company
recorded the estimated fair values of the assets acquired and liabilities assumed at August 3, 2007, which primarily consisted of oil and natural
gas properties of $35.0 million.

North Louisiana Acquisitions

On January 27, 2006, the Company completed the acquisition of all of the issued and outstanding common stock of Winwell Resources, Inc.
(Winwell). The aggregate consideration paid was approximately $208 million in cash after certain closing adjustments.

The Winwell acquisition was accounted for using the purchase method of accounting under the accounting standards established in SFAS 141
and SFAS 142. As a result, the Company reflected the results of operations of Winwell beginning January 27, 2006. The Company recorded the
estimated fair values of the assets acquired and liabilities assumed at January 27, 2006, which primarily consisted of oil and natural gas
properties of $219.8 million, asset retirement obligations of $0.5 million, a net deferred tax liability of $78.9 million, and goodwill of $33.5
million. The deferred income tax liability recognizes the difference between the tax basis and the fair value of the acquired oil and natural gas
properties. The recorded book value of the oil and natural gas properties was increased and goodwill was recorded to recognize this tax basis
differential, none of which is deductible for tax purposes.

Also on January 27, 2006, the Company completed the acquisition of certain oil and natural gas assets from Redley Company (together with the
Winwell acquisition, the North Louisiana Acquisitions). The aggregate consideration paid in this asset acquisition was approximately $86.2
million, after certain closing adjustments. The Company reflected the results of operations of the acquired assets beginning January 27, 2006.

Divestitures
Gulf Coast Properties

In June 2007, the Company announced a strategic repositioning involving plans to sell its Gulf Coast properties and concentrate its efforts on
developing and expanding the Company s resource-style assets, including tight-gas properties in North Louisiana and the Fayetteville Shale in
central Arkansas. On November 30, 2007, the Company completed the sale of its Gulf Coast properties for $825 million, consisting of $700
million in cash and a $125 million note that the purchaser could redeem at any time prior to one year from
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November 30, 2007 for $100 million plus accrued and unpaid interest. If the redemption occurred prior to April 29, 2008, accrued interest would
be waived. The economic effective date for the sale was July 1, 2007. Proceeds from the sale were recorded as a decrease to the Company s full
cost pool. The note was recorded upon closing at $100 million less a discount of $4.8 million, or approximately $95.2 million. On April 28,
2008, the purchaser redeemed the note for $100 million.

In conjunction with the closing of this sale, the Company deposited $650 million with a qualified intermediary to facilitate potential like-kind
exchange transactions, all of which was utilized for property acquisitions completed during the fourth quarter of 2007 and first quarter of 2008.

In connection with the sale of the Company s Gulf Coast properties, the employment of certain employees was terminated, giving rise to
termination benefits resulting in additional general and administrative expenses of $9.5 million recorded by the Company on November 30,
2007. In addition, outstanding stock appreciation rights, stock options and restricted share awards to employees whose employment was
terminated in connection with the sale were modified to extend the exercise period from 90 days to November 30, 2008, as well as to accelerate
the vesting of those awards. As a result of these two modifications, the Company recognized an additional $2.4 million of stock-based
compensation expense on November 30, 2007.

Michigan, Wyoming and California

During the fourth quarter of 2006 the Company sold certain of its oil and natural gas assets in Michigan, Wyoming and California. The majority
of these assets were acquired in the Company s merger with KCS. Proceeds from these three separate transactions were approximately $135
million, before adjustments, and were recorded as a decrease to the Company s full cost pool.

Gulf of Mexico

On March 21, 2006, the Company completed the sale of substantially all of its Gulf of Mexico properties for $43.2 million, after certain closing
adjustments. These proceeds were recorded as a decrease to the Company s full cost pool.

3. OIL AND NATURAL GAS PROPERTIES
Oil and natural gas properties as of December 31, 2008 and 2007 consisted of the following:

December 31,
2008 2007

(In thousands)
Subject to depletion $ 4,894,357 $ 3,247,304
Not subject to depletion:
Exploration wells in progress 95,744 14,818
Other capital costs:
Incurred in 2008 1,883,950
Incurred in 2007 296,628 376,566
Incurred in 2006 8,655 272,060
Incurred in 2005 and prior 2,991 14,121
Total not subject to depletion 2,287,968 677,565
Gross oil and gas properties 7,182,325 3,924,869
Less accumulated depletion (2,111,038) (769,197)
Net oil and gas properties $ 5,071,287 $ 3,155,672
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The Company uses the full cost method of accounting for its investment in oil and gas properties. Under this method of accounting, all costs of
acquisition, exploration and development of oil and gas reserves (including such costs as leasehold acquisition costs, geological expenditures,
dry hole costs, tangible and intangible development costs and direct internal costs) are capitalized as the cost of oil and gas properties when
incurred. To the extent that capitalized costs of oil and gas properties, net of accumulated depletion exceed the discounted future net revenues of
proved oil and gas reserves net of deferred taxes, such excess capitalized costs would be charged to expense. Full cost companies must use the
prices in effect at the end of each accounting quarter to calculate the ceiling test value of their reserves. However, subsequent commodity price
increases may be utilized to calculate the ceiling value and reserves.

The Company assesses all items classified as unevaluated property on a quarterly basis for possible impairment or reduction in value. The
Company assesses properties on an individual basis or as a group if properties are individually insignificant. The assessment includes
consideration of the following factors, among others: intent to drill; remaining lease term; geological and geophysical evaluations; drilling
results and activity; the assignment of proved reserves; and the economic viability of development if proved reserves are assigned. During any
period in which these factors indicate an impairment, the cumulative drilling costs incurred to date for such property and all or a portion of the
associated leasehold costs are transferred to the full cost pool and are then subject to amortization.

At December 31, 2008, the ceiling test value of the Company s reserves was calculated based on the December 31, 2008 West Texas
Intermediate posted price of $41.00 per barrel adjusted by lease for quality, transportation fees, and regional price differentials, and the
December 31, 2008 Henry Hub spot market price of $5.71 per million British thermal unit (MMbtu) adjusted by lease for energy content,
transportation fees, and regional price differentials. Using these prices, the Company s net book value of oil and natural gas properties would
have exceeded the ceiling amount by approximately $1.0 billion before tax, $574 million after tax, at December 31, 2008. Subsequent to
year-end, the market price for Henry Hub gas and West Texas Intermediate oil did not increase. Accordingly, the Company recorded an
approximate $1.0 billion full cost ceiling impairment at December 31, 2008.

At December 31, 2007, the Company s net capitalized costs of proved oil and natural gas properties did not exceed the estimated future net
revenues discounted at 10%, net of tax considerations.

Decreases in product price levels, as well as changes in production rates, levels of reserves, the evaluation of costs excluded from amortization,
future development costs, and service costs and other factors could result in significant future ceiling test impairments.

4. LONG-TERM DEBT
Long-term debt as of December 31, 2008 and 2007 consisted of the following:

December 31,
2008 2007

(In thousands)
Senior revolving credit facility $ 450,000 $ 570,000
7.875% $800 million senior notes 800,000
9.125% $775 million senior notes "’ 763,773 762,934
7.125% $275 million senior notes @ 264,080 261,939
9.875% senior notes 254 254
Deferred premiums on derivatives ¥/ 5,767

$ 2,283,874 $ 1,595,127

() This amount is comprised of the $650.0 million and $125.0 million private placements consummated in July 2006. These amounts include
a $5.9 million and $6.9 million discount at December 31, 2008 and 2007,
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respectively, recorded by the Company in conjunction with the issuance of the $650.0 million notes. Additionally, these amounts include a
$1.0 million and a $1.1 million premium at December 31, 2008 and 2007, respectively, recorded by the Company in conjunction with the
issuance of the $125.0 million notes. See  9.125% Senior Notes below for more details.

2 Amount includes a $8.3 million and $10.4 million discount at December 31, 2008 and 2007, respectively, recorded by the Company in
conjunction with the assumption of the notes. See 7.125% Senior Notes below for more details.

() Amount excludes $9.4 million and $0.8 million of deferred premiums on derivatives which have been classified as current at December 31,
2008 and 2007, respectively.

Senior Revolving Credit Facility

The Company entered into the Third Amended and Restated Senior Revolving Credit Agreement, dated as of September 10, 2008 (the Senior
Credit Agreement), between the Company, each of the lenders from time to time party thereto (the Lenders), BNP Paribas, as administrative
agent for the Lenders, Bank of America, N.A. and BMO Capital Markets Financing, Inc. as co-syndication agents for the Lenders, and
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. and Fortis Capital Corp. as co-documentation agents for the Lenders., which amends and
restates its $1 billion senior revolving credit agreement dated July 12, 2006. The Senior Credit Agreement provides for a $1.5 billion facility
with an increased borrowing base of $1.1 billion that will be redetermined on a semi-annual basis, with the Company and the Lenders each
having the right to one annual interim unscheduled redetermination, and adjusted based on the Company s oil and gas properties, reserves, other
indebtedness and other relevant factors. The Company s borrowing base is subject to a reduction equal to the product of $0.25 multiplied by the
stated principal amount (without regard to any initial issue discount) of any notes that the Company may issue. During the first quarter of 2009,
the Company initiated a borrowing base redetermination of its Senior Credit Agreement. See Note 13, Subsequent Events , for more details.

Amounts outstanding under the Senior Credit Agreement will bear interest at specified margins over the London Interbank Offered Rate
(LIBOR) of 1.25% to 2.00% for Eurodollar loans or at specified margins over the Alternate Base Rate (ABR) of 0.00% to 0.50% for ABR loans.
Such margins will fluctuate based on the utilization of the facility. Borrowings under the Senior Credit Agreement will be secured by first
priority liens on substantially all of the Company s assets, including pursuant to the terms of the Third Amended and Restated Guarantee and
Collateral Agreement, all of the assets of, and equity interests in, the Company s subsidiaries. Amounts drawn down on the facility will mature
on July 1, 2013.

The Senior Credit Agreement contains customary financial and other covenants, including minimum working capital levels (the ratio of current
assets plus the unused commitment under the Senior Credit Agreement to current liabilities) of not less than 1.0 to 1.0 and minimum coverage of
interest expenses of not less than 2.5 to 1.0. In addition, the Company is subject to covenants limiting dividends and other restricted payments,
transactions with affiliates, incurrence of debt, changes of control, asset sales, and liens on properties. At December 31, 2008, the Company was
in compliance with all of its debt covenants under the Senior Credit Agreement.

On January 27, 2009, the Company completed a private placement offering to eligible purchasers of an aggregate principal amount of $600
million 10.5% senior notes due August 1, 2014. As a result of the offering, the Company s borrowing base was decreased from $1.1 billion to
$950 million. See Note 13, Subsequent Events , for more details.

7.875% Senior Notes

On May 13, 2008 and June 19, 2008, the Company issued $500 million principal amount and $300 million principal amount, respectively, of its
7.875% senior notes due 2015 (the 2015 Notes) pursuant to an indenture (the 2015 Indenture). The 2015 Notes were issued under and are
governed by an indenture dated May 13, 2008,
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between the Company, U.S. Bank Trust National Association, as trustee, and the Company s subsidiaries named therein as guarantors.

The 2015 Notes bear interest at a rate of 7.875% per annum, payable semi-annually on June 1 and December 1 of each year, commencing
December 1, 2008. The 2015 Notes will mature on June 1, 2015. The 2015 Notes are senior unsecured obligations of the Company and rank
equally with all of its current and future senior indebtedness. The 2015 Notes are jointly and severally guaranteed on a senior unsecured basis by
the Company s subsidiaries. Petrohawk, the issuer of the Notes, has no material independent assets or operations apart from the assets and
operations of its subsidiaries.

On or before June 1, 2011, the Company may redeem up to 35% of the aggregate principal amount of the 2015 Notes with the net cash proceeds
of certain equity offerings at a redemption price of 107.875% of the principal amount plus accrued interest and unpaid interest to the redemption
date provided that: at least 65% in aggregate principal amount of the 2015 Notes originally issued under the 2015 Indenture remain outstanding
immediately after the redemption. In addition, at any time prior to June 1, 2012, the Company may redeem some or all of the 2015 Notes for the
principal amount thereof, plus accrued and unpaid interest plus a make whole premium equal to the excess, if any of (a) the present value at such
time of (i) the redemption price of such note at June 1, 2012, (ii) plus required interest payments due on the notes, computed using a discount
rate based upon the yield of U.S. Treasury securities with a constant maturity most nearly equal to the period from the redemption date to June 1,
2012 plus 50 basis points, over (b) the principal amount of such note.

On or after June 1, 2012, the Company may redeem some or all of the 2015 Notes at any time or from time to time at the redemption prices
(expressed as a percentage of principal amount) set forth in the following table plus accrued and unpaid interest, if any, to the applicable
redemption date, if redeemed during the 12-month period beginning June 1 of the years indicated below:

Year Percentage
2012 103.938
2013 101.969
2014 100.000

The Company may be required to offer to repurchase the 2015 Notes at a purchase price of 101% of the principal amount, plus accrued and
unpaid interest, if any, to the redemption date, in the event of a change of control as defined in the 2015 Indenture. The 2015 Indenture contains
covenants that, among other things, restrict or limit the ability of the Company and its subsidiaries to: borrow money; pay dividends on stock;
purchase or redeem stock or subordinated indebtedness; make investments; create liens; enter into transactions with affiliates; sell assets; and
merge with or into other companies or transfer all or substantially all of the Company s assets. At December 31, 2008, the Company was in
compliance with all of its debt covenants relating to the 2015 Notes.

9.125% Senior Notes

On July 12, 2006, the Company consummated its private placement of 9.125% Senior Notes, also referred to as the 2013 Notes, pursuant to an
Indenture dated as of July 12, 2006 (2013 Indenture) and the First Supplemental Indenture to the 2013 Notes (the 2013 First Supplemental
Indenture), among the Company, the Company s subsidiaries named therein as guarantors, and U.S. Bank National Association, as trustee. The
2013 Notes were issued at 98.735% of the face amount for gross proceeds of approximately $642.0 million, before estimated offering expenses
and the initial purchasers discount. The Company applied a portion of the net proceeds from the sale of the 2013 Notes to fund the cash
consideration paid by the Company to the KCS stockholders in connection with the Company s merger with KCS and the Company s repurchase
of the 2011 Notes pursuant to a tender offer the Company concluded in July 2006.

The 2013 Notes bear interest at the rate of 9.125% per annum, payable semi-annually on January 15 and July 15 of each year, commencing
January 15, 2007. The 2013 Notes mature on July 15, 2013. The 2013 Notes
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are senior unsecured obligations of the Company and rank equally with all of its current and future senior indebtedness, including the 2012

Notes. The 2013 Notes rank effectively subordinate to the Company s secured debt to the extent of the collateral, including secured debt under
the Senior Credit Agreement, and senior to any future subordinated indebtedness. The 2013 Notes are jointly and severally guaranteed on a

senior unsecured basis by the Company s subsidiaries, including, pursuant to the 2013 First Supplemental Indenture, the KCS subsidiaries
acquired in the Company s merger with KCS. Petrohawk Energy Corporation, the issuer of the 2013 Notes, has no material independent assets or
operations apart from the assets and operations of its subsidiaries.

On or before July 15, 2009, the Company may redeem up to 35% of the aggregate principal amount of the 2013 Notes with the net cash proceeds
of certain equity offerings at a redemption price of 109.13% of the principal amount plus accrued interest and unpaid interest to the redemption
date provided that: (i) at least 65% in aggregate principal amount of the 2013 Notes originally issued under the 2013 Indenture remain
outstanding immediately after the redemption (excluding 2013 Notes held by the Company and its subsidiaries); and (ii) each redemption must
occur within 90 days of the date of the closing of the related equity offering.

In addition, on or before July 15, 2010, the Company may redeem all or part of the 2013 Notes upon not less than 30 nor more than 60 days
notice, at a redemption price equal to the sum of (i) the principal amount, plus (ii) accrued and unpaid interest, if any, to the redemption date,
plus (iii) the make whole premium at the redemption date.

On or after July 15, 2010, the Company may redeem some or all of the 2013 Notes at any time. If any of the 2013 Notes are redeemed during
any 12-month period beginning on July 15 of the year indicated below, the Company must pay the following redemption prices (expressed as
percentages of principal amount) plus accrued and unpaid interest thereon, if any, to the applicable redemption date:

Year Percentage
2010 104.563
2011 102.281
2012 100.000

The Company may be required to offer to repurchase the 2013 Notes at a purchase price of 101% of the principal amount, plus accrued and
unpaid interest, if any, to the redemption date, in the event of a change of control as defined in the 2013 Indenture. Additionally, the Company
may be required to offer to repurchase the 2013 Notes and, to the extent required by the terms thereof, all other indebtedness (as defined in the
2013 Indenture) that is pari passu with the 2013 Notes at a purchase price of 100% of the principal amount (or accreted value in the case of any
such other pari passu indebtedness issued with a significant original issue discount) plus accrued and unpaid interest, if any, to the date of
purchase, in the event net proceeds from assets sales are not applied as required by the 2013 Indenture.

The 2013 Indenture contains covenants that, among other things, restrict or limit the ability of the Company and its subsidiaries to: (i) borrow
money; (ii) pay dividends on stock; (iii) purchase or redeem stock or subordinated indebtedness; (iv) make investments; (v) create liens;

(vi) enter into transactions with affiliates; (vii) sell assets; and (viii) merge with or into other companies or transfer all or substantially all of the
Company s assets.

The Company issued the 2013 Notes in two tranches, $650 million on July 12, 2006 and $125 million on July 27, 2006. The additional $125
million in 2013 Notes were issued pursuant to the same Indenture at 101.125% of the face amount. The Company applied the net proceeds from
the sale of the additional 2013 Notes to repay indebtedness outstanding under its revolving credit facility. At December 31, 2008, the Company
was in compliance with all of its debt covenants relating to the 2013 Notes.

In conjunction with the issuance of the $650 million 2013 Notes, the Company recorded a discount of $8.2 million to be amortized over the
remaining life of the notes utilizing the effective interest rate method. The
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remaining unamortized discount was $5.9 million at December 31, 2008. In conjunction with the issuance of the $125 million 2013 Notes, the
Company recorded a premium of $1.4 million to be amortized over the remaining life of the notes utilizing the effective interest rate method.
The remaining unamortized premium was $1.0 million at December 31, 2008.

7.125% Senior Notes

Upon effectiveness of the Company s merger with KCS, the Company assumed (pursuant to the Second Supplemental Indenture relating to the
7.125% Senior Notes, also referred to as the 2012 Notes), and subsidiaries of the Company guaranteed (pursuant to the Third Supplemental
Indenture relating to such notes), all the obligations (approximately $275 million) of KCS under the 2012 Notes and the Indenture dated April 1,
2004 (the 2012 Indenture) among KCS, U.S. Bank National Association, as trustee, and the subsidiary guarantors named therein, which governs
the terms of the 2012 Notes. The 2012 Notes are guaranteed on an unsubordinated, unsecured basis by all of the Company s current subsidiaries,
including the subsidiaries of KCS that the Company acquired in the merger. Interest on the 2012 Notes is payable semi-annually, on each April 1
and October 1. On or after April 1, 2008, the Company may redeem all or a portion of the 2012 Notes. If the notes are redeemed during any
12-month period beginning on April 1 of the year indicated below, the Company must pay 100% of the principal price, plus a specified premium
(expressed as percentages of principal amount) plus accrued and unpaid interest thereon, if any, to the applicable redemption date:

Year Percentage
2009 101.784
2010 100.000
2011 100.000
2012 100.000

At December 31, 2008, the Company was in compliance with all of its debt covenants under the 7.125% Senior Notes.

In conjunction with the assumption of the 7.125% Senior Notes from KCS, the Company recorded a discount of $13.6 million to be amortized

over the remaining life of the notes utilizing the effective interest rate method. The remaining unamortized discount is $8.3 million at
December 31, 2008.

The 2012 Notes are jointly and severally guaranteed on a senior unsecured basis by the Company s subsidiaries. Petrohawk, the issuer of the
Notes, has no material independent assets or operations apart from the assets and operations of its subsidiaries.

9.875% Senior Notes

On April 8, 2004, Mission issued $130.0 million of its 9.875% senior notes due 2011 (the 2011 Notes). The Company assumed these notes upon
the closing of the Company s merger with Mission. In conjunction with the Company s merger with KCS, the Company extinguished
substantially all of its 2011 Notes for a premium of $14.9 million plus accrued interest of $3.5 million. There were approximately $0.3 million of
the notes which were not redeemed and are still outstanding as of December 31, 2008. In connection with the extinguishment of substantially all

of the 2011 Notes, the Company requested and received from the noteholders consent to eliminate most significant debt covenants associated
with the 2011 Notes.
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Debt Maturities

Aggregate maturities required on long-term debt at December 31, 2008 are due in future years as follows (in thousands):

2009 (1) $ 9,426
2010 5,767
2011 254
2012 272,375
2013 1,218,725
Thereafter 800,000
Total $ 2,306,547

) Amount represents deferred premiums on derivatives which have been classified as current at December 31, 2008.
Debt Issuance Costs

The Company capitalizes certain direct costs associated with the issuance of long-term debt. The Company capitalized $23.8 million of debt

issue costs in connection with the Company s issuance of 2015 Notes in May and June 2008 and in connection with the Company s amended and
restated Senior Credit Agreement in September 2008. At December 31, 2008, the Company had approximately $30.5 million of debt issuance
costs remaining that are being amortized over the lives of the respective debt.

5. ASSET RETIREMENT OBLIGATION

The Company records an asset retirement obligation (ARO) when the total depth of a drilled well is reached and the Company can reasonably
estimate the fair value of an obligation to perform site reclamation, dismantle facilities or plug and abandon costs. For gas gathering systems, the
Company records an ARO when the system is placed in service and the Company can reasonably estimate the fair value of an obligation to
perform site reclamation and other necessary work. The Company records the ARO liability on the consolidated balance sheets and capitalizes a
portion of the cost in oil and natural gas properties or gas gathering systems and equipment during the period in which the obligation is incurred.
In general, the amount of an ARO and the costs capitalized will be equal to the estimated future cost to satisfy the abandonment obligation using
current prices that are escalated by an assumed inflation factor up to the estimated settlement date. This amount is then discounted back to the
date that the abandonment obligation was incurred using an assumed cost of funds for the Company. After recording these amounts, the ARO is
accreted to its future estimated value using the same assumed cost of funds. The additional capitalized costs are depreciated on a
unit-of-production basis or straight-line basis.
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The Company recorded the following activity related to the ARO liability for the years ended December 31, 2008 and 2007 (in thousands):

ARO liability at December 31, 2006 $ 45,326
Liabilities settled and divested (/) (26,444)
Additions 2,754
Acquisitions () 414
Accretion expense 1,750
ARO liability at December 31, 2007 23,800
Liabilities settled and divested (V) (339)
Additions 2,780
Acquisitions (V) 1,157
Accretion expense 1,246
ARO liability at December 31, 2008 $ 28,644

() Refer to Note 2 Acquisitions and Divestitures for more details on the Company s acquisition and disposition activities.

6. COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES
Contingencies

From time to time, the Company may be a plaintiff or defendant in a pending or threatened legal proceeding arising in the normal course of its
business. All known liabilities are accrued based on the Company s best estimate of the potential loss. While the outcome and impact of currently
pending legal proceedings cannot be predicted with certainty, the Company s management and legal counsel believe that the resolution of these
proceedings through settlement or adverse judgment will not have a material adverse effect on the Company s consolidated operating results,
financial position or cash flows.

Lease Commitments

The Company leases corporate office space in Houston, Texas and Tulsa, Oklahoma as well as a number of other field office locations. In
addition, the Company also has lease commitments related to certain vehicles, machinery and equipment under long-term operating leases. Rent
expense was $4.1 million, $3.3 million and $2.0 million for the years ended December 31, 2008, 2007, and 2006, respectively. As of

December 31, 2008, future minimum lease payments for all non-cancelable operating leases are as follows (in thousands):

2009 $ 5,125
2010 4,661
2011 4,420
2012 4,300
2013 4,342
Thereafter 5,820
Total $ 28,668
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As of December 31, 2008, the Company has drilling rig commitments totaling $433.0 million as follows (in thousands):

2009 $ 147,303
2010 131,725
2011 105,461
2012 48,546
2013

Thereafter

Total $ 433,035

The Company has various other contractual commitments pertaining to exploration, development and production activities. The Company has
work related commitments for, among other things, pipeline and well equipment, obtaining and processing seismic data and natural gas
transportation. As of December 31, 2008, the Company is obligated pay $507.8 million as follows (in thousands):

2009 $ 89,033
2010 39,475
2011 38,659
2012 37,146
2013 40,441
Thereafter 263,041
Total $ 507,795
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