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Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Principal Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Principal Officers

(c) On April 27, 2006, the Company s Board of Directors elected James T. Ryan, age 47, as President of the Company effective on that date. Mr.
Ryan was previously Group President of the Company, a position he had occupied since April 2004. Before assuming the Group President
position, he was the Company s Executive Vice President, Marketing, Sales and Service, a position to which he was first elected in April 2002,
and Executive Vice President, Marketing and Sales, a position to which he was first elected in June 2001. Since joining the Company in 1980,

Mr. Ryan has served Grainger in increasingly responsible roles, including President, grainger.com and President, Grainger Parts. A copy of the
Company s press release announcing Mr. Ryan s election is attached as Exhibit 99 to this Current Report on Form 8-K and is incorporated herein
by reference.

Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits

(c) Exhibits (numbered in accordance with Item 601 of Regulation S-K).

Exhibit No. Document Description
99 Press release issued by the Company on April 27, 2006.
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