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Item 8.01. Other Events
On March 2, 2011, R. Brian Hanson, Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of ION Geophysical
Corporation (the �Company�), adopted a stock trading plan in accordance with the requirements specified in
Rule 10b5-1 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and the Company�s policies with respect to sales by executives.
Rule 10b5-1 plans permit insiders to sell fixed portions of their holdings over a designated period of time by
establishing the rearranged written plans at a time when they are not in possession of material non-public information.
Such programs typically provide for regular selling of a predetermined, fixed number of company shares in order to
gradually diversify the individual�s investment portfolio, minimize the market effect of share sales by spreading them
out over an extended period of time and avoid concerns about initiating transactions while in possession of material,
non-public information.
Mr. Hanson adopted the plan as part of his personal long-term investment strategy for asset diversification and
liquidity. Mr. Hanson will have no control over the stock sales under the plan. The plan provides for the sale of up to a
maximum of 22,500 shares of the Company�s common stock at prevailing market prices, subject to certain minimum
price thresholds specified in the plan. The plan expires on March 30, 2012. Including the 22,500 shares subject to the
plan, Mr. Hanson currently owns a total of 172,817 shares of the Company�s common stock and options to purchase an
additional 365,000 shares of the Company�s common stock.
Sales under the plan will commence no earlier than April 4, 2011, and will be disclosed publicly through Form 4 and,
if applicable, Form 144 filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission in accordance with applicable securities
laws, rules and regulations. Except as may be required by law, the Company does not undertake any obligation to
update or report any modification, termination, or other activity under the plan or any other plan that may be adopted
by other officers or directors of the Company.
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SIGNATURES
     Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to
be signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Date: March 3, 2011 ION GEOPHYSICAL CORPORATION

By:  /s/ DAVID L. ROLAND  
David L. Roland 
Senior Vice President, General Counsel
and Corporate Secretary 
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