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ITEM 7.  EXHIBITS.

         (a)      Not Applicable.
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         (b)      Not Applicable.

         (c)      Exhibits.

                  None

ITEM 9.  REGULATION FD DISCLOSURE.

         Effective December 24, 2002, Acacia Research Corporation's Acacia
Research--CombiMatrix Common Stock will no longer be listed on the Nasdaq
National Market and will instead be listed on the Nasdaq SmallCap Market. The
Acacia Research--CombiMatrix Common Stock did not qualify for listing on the
Nasdaq National Market because it did not meet the Nasdaq National Market's
minimum closing bid price of $5.00 per share during its first week of trading.
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                                   SIGNATURES

         Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned, hereunto duly authorized.

                                         ACACIA RESEARCH CORPORATION

Date:  December 24, 2002                 By:      /s/ Paul R. Ryan
                                            ------------------------------------
                                              Name:   Paul R. Ryan
                                              Title:  Chairman and Chief
                                                      Executive Officer
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