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(State or other jurisdiction of incorporation or
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(I.R.S. Employer Identification No.)

55 Ameriprise Financial Center
Minneapolis, MN 55474
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offices)

John C. Junek, Esq.

Executive Vice President and General Counsel
Ameriprise Financial, Inc.

55 Ameriprise Financial Center
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55474

(612) 671-3131
(Name, address, including zip code, and telephone number, including area code, of agent for service)

Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale to the public:  From time to time after the effective date of this registration
statement.

If the only securities being registered on this Form are being offered pursuant to dividend or interest reinvestment plans, please check the
following box. o

If any of the securities being registered on this Form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to Rule 415 under the Securities
Act of 1933, other than securities offered only in connection with dividend or interest reinvestment plans, check the following box. x

If this Form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act, please check the following
box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. o

If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the Securities
Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. o

If this Form is a registration statement pursuant to General Instruction I.D. or a post-effective amendment thereto that shall become effective
upon filing with the Commission pursuant to Rule 462(e) under the Securities Act, check the following box. x
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If this Form is a post-effective amendment to a registration statement filed pursuant to General Instruction I.D. filed to register additional
securities or additional classes of securities pursuant to Rule 413(b) under the Securities Act, check the following box. o

Large accelerated filer x Accelerated filer o
Non-accelerated filer o (Do not check if a smaller reporting company) Smaller reporting company o

CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Title of Each Class of 
Securities to be Registered

Amount to be 
Registered(1)

Proposed 
Maximum 

Offering Price 
Per Unit(1)

Proposed 
Maximum 
Aggregate 
Offering 
Price(1)

Amount of 
Registration 

Fee(1)
Senior Debt Securities of Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
Senior Subordinated Debt Securities of Ameriprise
Financial, Inc.
Junior Subordinated Debt Securities of Ameriprise
Financial, Inc.
Preferred Stock, par value $.01 per share, of
Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
Depositary Shares of Ameriprise Financial, Inc. (2)
Common Stock, par value $.01 per share, of
Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
Warrants of Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
Purchase Contracts of Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
Units of Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
Capital Securities of Ameriprise Capital Trust I
Capital Securities of Ameriprise Capital Trust II
Capital Securities of Ameriprise Capital Trust III
Capital Securities of Ameriprise Capital Trust IV
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. Guarantee of Capital
Securities of Ameriprise Capital Trust I, Ameriprise
Capital Trust II, Ameriprise Capital Trust III, and
Ameriprise Capital Trust IV (3)
(1) An indeterminate aggregate initial offering price or number of the securities of each identified class is being registered as may from
time to time be offered at indeterminate prices. This registration statement also covers an undeterminable amount of the registered securities that
may be reoffered and resold on an ongoing basis after their initial sale in market-making transactions by subsidiaries of Ameriprise
Financial, Inc. Separate consideration may or may not be received for securities that are issuable on exercise, conversion or exchange of other
securities or that are issued in units. In accordance with Rules 456(b) and 457(r) under the Securities Act, the registrants are deferring payment
of all of the registration fee.  Registration fees will be paid subsequently on a pay-as-you-go basis. Rule 457(r) provides that the table does not
need to specify the information as to the amount to be registered, the proposed maximum aggregate offering price, or the amount of registration
fee for any class of security listed, and that the registration fee shall be subsequently calculated based on the applicable fee payment rates in
effect on the date of the payment of the fees.

(2) Each depositary share will be issued under a deposit agreement and will be evidenced by a depositary receipt. In the event Ameriprise
Financial, Inc. elects to offer to the public fractional interests in shares of the preferred stock registered hereunder, depositary receipts will be
distributed to those persons purchasing such fractional interests and shares of preferred stock will be issued to the depositary under the deposit
agreement. No separate consideration will be received for the depositary shares.

(3) Ameriprise Financial, Inc. is also registering the guarantees and other obligations that it may have with respect to capital securities to be
issued by any of Ameriprise Capital Trust I, Ameriprise Capital Trust II, Ameriprise Capital Trust III and Ameriprise Capital Trust IV.  No
separate consideration will be received for any guarantee.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

This registration statement contains:

•a prospectus to be used in connection with offerings of debt securities, warrants, purchase contracts, units, preferred stock, depositary shares
and common stock of Ameriprise Financial, Inc. on a continuous or delayed basis; and

•a prospectus to be used in connection with offerings of:

•the capital securities of Ameriprise Capital Trust I, Ameriprise Capital Trust II, Ameriprise Capital Trust III and Ameriprise Capital Trust IV;

•the junior subordinated debentures of Ameriprise Financial, Inc.; and

•the guarantees of Ameriprise Financial, Inc. of the capital securities,

each on a continuous or delayed basis.

Each offering of securities made under this registration statement will be made pursuant to one of these two prospectuses, with the specific terms
of the securities offered thereby set forth in an accompanying prospectus supplement or incorporated into this prospectus by reference.

Each of these two prospectuses may also be used by affiliates of Ameriprise Financial, Inc. in market-making transactions in the securities
covered by such prospectus.
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PROSPECTUS

Ameriprise Financial, Inc.

Debt Securities
Warrants

Purchase Contracts
Units

Preferred Stock
Depositary Shares

Common Stock

We may offer to sell debt securities, warrants, purchase contracts, preferred stock, either separately or represented by depositary shares, and
common stock either individually or in units. The debt securities, warrants, purchase contracts and preferred stock may be convertible into or
exercisable or exchangeable for common or preferred stock or other securities of Ameriprise Financial, Inc. or debt or equity securities of one or
more other entities. Our common stock is listed on the NYSE and trades under the symbol �AMP.�

This prospectus describes some of the general terms that may apply to these securities and the general manner in which they may be offered. The
specific terms of any securities to be offered, and the specific manner in which they may be offered, will be described in a supplement to this
prospectus or incorporated into this prospectus by reference.

Investing in the securities involves risks. See the section entitled �Risk Factors� on page 3 and, if applicable, any risk factors described in
the accompanying prospectus supplement or in our Securities and Exchange Commission filings that are incorporated by reference into
this prospectus.

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of these securities or
determined if this prospectus is truthful or complete. Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.
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We may offer and sell these securities to or through one or more underwriters, dealers and agents, or directly to purchasers, on a continuous or
delayed basis.

We may use this prospectus in the initial sale of these securities. In addition, one or more of our subsidiaries may use this prospectus in a
market-making transaction involving any of these securities after our initial sale.

The date of this prospectus is April 27, 2012.
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You should rely only on the information contained in this prospectus or the applicable prospectus supplement, and in other offering
material, if any, or information contained in documents which you are referred to by this prospectus or the applicable prospectus
supplement, or in other offering material, if any. We have not authorized anyone to provide you with different information. We are
offering to sell the securities only in jurisdictions where offers and sales are permitted. The information contained in this prospectus or
the applicable prospectus supplement or other offering material is accurate only as of the date on the front of those documents,
regardless of the time of delivery of the documents or any sale of the securities.
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PROSPECTUS SUMMARY

About This Prospectus

This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission utilizing a shelf registration
process. This prospectus provides you with a general description of the securities we may offer.

References to �Ameriprise,� �us,� �we� or �our� in this prospectus mean Ameriprise Financial, Inc., and do not include the consolidated subsidiaries of
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. unless the context indicates otherwise.  When such terms are used in this prospectus under the headings �Ameriprise
Financial, Inc.� and �Consolidated Ratio of Earnings to Fixed Charges� we mean Ameriprise Financial, Inc. and its consolidated subsidiaries unless
the context indicates otherwise.  When we refer to �you� in this prospectus, we mean all purchasers of the securities being offered by this
prospectus, whether they are the holders or only indirect owners of those securities.

Each time we sell securities, we will provide a prospectus supplement that will contain specific information about the terms of that offering. In
addition, we and any underwriter or agent that we may from time to time retain may also provide other information relating to an offering, which
we refer to as �other offering material.� The prospectus supplement as well as the other offering material may also add, update or change
information contained in this prospectus. You should read this prospectus, the applicable prospectus supplement, any applicable pricing
supplement, together with additional information described in the section entitled �Where You Can Find More Information� and any other offering
material.  Throughout this prospectus, where we indicate that information may be supplemented in an applicable prospectus supplement or
supplements, that information may also be supplemented in other offering material provided.

To see more detail, you should read our registration statement and the exhibits filed with our registration statement.

Ameriprise Financial, Inc.

We are a diversified financial services company that serves the financial needs of individual investors and institutions and holds leadership
positions in financial planning, wealth management, retirement, asset management, annuities and insurance, and we maintain a strong operating
and financial foundation. We go to market in two primary ways: Wealth Management and Retirement; and Asset Management.

With respect to our wealth management and retirement capabilities, we offer financial planning, products and services designed to be used as
solutions for our clients� cash and liquidity, asset accumulation, income, protection, and estate and wealth transfer needs. Our model for
delivering product solutions is built on long-term, personal relationships between our clients and our financial advisors and registered
representatives (�affiliated advisors�). Our focus on personal relationships, together with our discipline in financial planning and strengths in
product development and advice, allows us to address the evolving financial and retirement-related needs of our clients, including our primary
target market segment, the mass affluent and affluent, which we define as households with investable assets of more than $100,000. The
financial product solutions we offer through our affiliated advisors include both our own products and services and the products of other
companies. Our affiliated advisor network of more than 9,700 advisors is the primary channel through which we offer our life insurance and
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annuity products and services, as well as a range of banking and protection products. We believe our comprehensive and client-focused approach
not only improves the products and services we provide to our clients, but also allows us to reinvest in enhanced services for clients and increase
support for financial advisors.

With respect to asset management, we have an increasingly global presence. We have two asset management platforms: Columbia Management
in the U.S. and Threadneedle overseas. We serve individual, institutional and high-net worth investors. We offer a broad spectrum of equity,
fixed income and alternative products that we primarily distribute through third-parties as well as through our own affiliated advisor channel.
We are expanding beyond our traditional strengths in the U.S. and U.K. to gather assets in Continental Europe, Asia, Australia and the Middle
East.

2
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We believe we are well positioned to continue to strengthen our offerings to existing and new clients and deliver profitable long-term growth to
our shareholders.

Our principal executive offices are located at 55 Ameriprise Financial Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55474, and our telephone number is
612-671-3131.

The Securities We Are Offering

We may offer any of the following securities from time to time:

•debt securities;

•warrants;

•purchase contracts;

•units, comprised of two or more securities, in any combination;

•preferred stock, either directly or represented by depositary shares; and

•common stock.

When we use the term �securities� in this prospectus, we mean any of the securities we may offer with this prospectus, unless we say otherwise.
This prospectus, including the following summary, describes the general terms that may apply to the securities; the specific terms of any
particular securities that we may offer will be described in a separate supplement to this prospectus.

Listing
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If any securities are to be listed or quoted on a securities exchange or quotation system, your prospectus supplement will say so. Our common
stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange and trades under the symbol �AMP.�

Manner of Offering

The securities will be offered when they are first issued and sold and thereafter may be offered in market-making transactions involving one or
more of our subsidiaries.

When we issue new securities, we may offer them for sale to or through underwriters, dealers and agents or directly to purchasers. Your
prospectus supplement will include any required information about the firms we use and the discounts or commissions we may pay them for
their services.

RISK FACTORS

Investing in our securities involves risk.  Please carefully consider the risk factors described in our periodic reports filed with the Securities and
Exchange Commission, which are incorporated by reference in this prospectus, as well as the applicable prospectus supplement relating to a
specific security.  Before making any investment decision, you should carefully consider these risks as well as other information we include or
incorporate by reference in this prospectus or in the applicable prospectus supplement.  These risks could materially affect our business, results
of operation or financial condition and affect the value of our securities.  You could lose all or part of your investment.  Additional risks and
uncertainties not presently known to us or that we currently deem immaterial may also affect our business, results of operation or financial
condition.

3
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CONSOLIDATED RATIO OF EARNINGS TO FIXED CHARGES

The following table sets forth our ratio of earnings to fixed charges for the periods indicated:

Years Ended December 31,
2011 2010 2009 2008 2007

(dollars in millions)
Earnings:
Pretax income (loss) attributable to
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. $ 1,491 $ 1,455 $ 904 $ (379) $ 1,023
Interest and debt expense(1) 320 300 137 114 133
Interest portion of rental expense(2) 32 34 38 28 31
Amortization of capitalized interest 4 4 3 3 1
Undistributed loss from equity
investees 41 15 25 26 1
Minority interest in pretax losses (129) � � (54) (8)
Minority interest in pretax income of
subsidiaries that have incurred fixed
charges
Total other assets 67,494 68,989 53,400
Total assets $ 325,321 $ 309,926 $ 321,188
Liabilities and Stockholders’
Equity
Current liabilities
Accounts payable $ 27,790 $ 14,463 $ 27,165
Accrued payroll and other
compensation 7,070 9,016 7,368

Accrued customer programs 3,622 3,275 3,920
Accrued income taxes 551 — 3,173
Other current liabilities 9,823 7,051 9,641
Total current liabilities 48,856 33,805 51,267
Long-term obligations 4,590 4,631 4,295
Stockholders’ equity 271,875 271,490 265,626
Total liabilities and
stockholders’ equity $ 325,321 $ 309,926 $ 321,188

See notes to consolidated financial statements.

4
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CSS INDUSTRIES, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS
(Unaudited)
(In thousands)

Six Months Ended
September 30,
2016 2015

Cash flows from operating activities:
Net income $3,706 $8,161
Adjustments to reconcile net income to net cash used for operating activities:
Depreciation and amortization 4,270 4,102
Accretion of investment discount (194 ) (160 )
Provision for accounts receivable allowances 2,553 1,530
Deferred tax provision 799 745
Share-based compensation expense 688 867
Gain on bargain purchase (376 ) —
Loss on sale of assets 43 —
Changes in assets and liabilities:
Accounts receivable (48,987 ) (54,558 )
Inventory (19,815 ) (13,774 )
Other assets (48 ) (293 )
Accounts payable 13,652 13,942
Other accrued liabilities 1,683 2,077
Total adjustments (45,732 ) (45,522 )
Net cash used for operating activities (42,026 ) (37,361 )
Cash flows from investing activities:
Maturities of investment securities 60,000 70,000
Purchase of held-to-maturity investment securities — (24,924 )
Purchase of a business (1,125 ) —
Purchase of property, plant and equipment (2,831 ) (2,817 )
Purchase of intangibles (100 ) —
Proceeds from sale of fixed assets 311 23
Net cash provided by investing activities 56,255 42,282
Cash flows from financing activities:
Dividends paid (3,634 ) (3,321 )
Purchase of treasury stock — (10,000 )
Exercise of stock options, net of tax withholdings (32 ) —
Payments for tax withholding on net restricted stock settlements (527 ) (518 )
Tax effect on stock awards 278 234
Net cash used for financing activities (3,915 ) (13,605 )
Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents 10,314 (8,684 )
Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of period 19,927 36,429
Cash and cash equivalents at end of period $30,241 $27,745
See notes to consolidated financial statements.

5

Edgar Filing: AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL INC - Form S-3ASR

14



Table of Contents

CSS INDUSTRIES, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES
NOTES TO CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
September 30, 2016 
(Unaudited)
(1)SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Basis of Presentation
CSS Industries, Inc. (collectively with its subsidiaries, “CSS” or the “Company”) has prepared the consolidated financial
statements included herein pursuant to the rules and regulations of the Securities and Exchange Commission. The
Company has condensed or omitted certain information and footnote disclosures normally included in consolidated
financial statements prepared in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States
pursuant to such rules and regulations. In the opinion of management, the statements include all adjustments (which
include normal recurring adjustments) required for a fair presentation of financial position, results of operations and
cash flows for the interim periods presented. These consolidated financial statements should be read in conjunction
with the consolidated financial statements and notes thereto included in the Company’s Annual Report on Form 10-K
for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2016. The results of operations for the interim periods are not necessarily
indicative of the results for the full year.
The Company’s fiscal year ends on March 31. References to a particular fiscal year refer to the fiscal year ending in
March of that year. For example, “fiscal 2017” refers to the fiscal year ending March 31, 2017.
Principles of Consolidation
The consolidated financial statements include the accounts of the Company and all of its subsidiaries. All
intercompany transactions and accounts have been eliminated in consolidation.
Nature of Business
CSS is a consumer products company primarily engaged in the design, manufacture, procurement, distribution and
sale of all occasion and seasonal social expression products, principally to mass market retailers. These all occasion
and seasonal products include decorative ribbons and bows, classroom exchange Valentines, infant products, journals,
buttons, boxed greeting cards, gift tags, gift card holders, gift bags, gift wrap, decorations, floral accessories, craft and
educational products, Easter egg dyes and novelties, memory books, scrapbooks, stickers, stationery, and other items
that commemorate life’s celebrations. The seasonal nature of CSS’ business has historically resulted in lower sales
levels and operating losses in the first and fourth quarters and comparatively higher sales levels and operating profits
in the second and third quarters of the Company’s fiscal year, which ends March 31, thereby causing significant
fluctuations in the quarterly results of operations of the Company.
The Company's principal operating subsidiaries include Berwick Offray LLC ("Berwick Offray"), Paper Magic
Group, Inc. ("Paper Magic") and C.R. Gibson, LLC ("C.R. Gibson").
Reclassification
Certain prior period amounts have been reclassified to conform with the current year classification.
Foreign Currency Translation and Transactions
Translation adjustments are charged or credited to a separate component of stockholders’ equity. Gains and losses on
foreign currency transactions are not material and are included in other (income) expense, net in the consolidated
statements of operations.
Use of Estimates
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United
States requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and
liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported
amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period. Judgments and assessments of uncertainties are
required in applying the Company’s accounting policies in many areas. Such estimates pertain to revenue recognition,
the valuation of inventory and accounts receivable, the assessment of the recoverability of goodwill and other
intangible and long-lived assets, income tax accounting, the valuation of share-based awards and resolution of
litigation and other proceedings. Actual results could differ from these estimates.
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Short-Term Investments
The Company categorized and accounted for its short-term investment holdings as held-to-maturity securities. This
categorization was based upon the Company's positive intent and ability to hold these securities until maturity. There
were no short-term investments at September 30, 2016. Short-term investments at March 31, 2016 consisted of
commercial paper with an amortized cost of $59,806,000 and matured in the first half of fiscal 2017. Short-term
investments at September 30, 2015 consisted of commercial paper with an amortized cost of $24,929,000 and matured
in fiscal 2016. Held-to-maturity securities are recorded at amortized cost which approximated fair value at March 31,
2016 and September 30, 2015.
Inventories
The Company records inventory when title is transferred, which occurs upon receipt or prior to receipt dependent on
supplier shipping terms. The Company adjusts unsaleable and slow-moving inventory to its estimated net realizable
value. Substantially all of the Company’s inventories are stated at the lower of first-in, first-out (FIFO) cost or market.
The remaining portion of the inventory is valued at the lower of last-in, first-out (LIFO) cost or market. Inventories
consisted of the following (in thousands):

September
30, 2016

March
31,
2016

September
30, 2015

Raw material $ 10,919 $11,392 $ 11,376
Work-in-process14,474 17,745 13,603
Finished goods 68,308 43,885 54,286

$ 93,701 $73,022 $ 79,265
Property, Plant and Equipment
Property, plant and equipment are stated at cost and include the following (in thousands):

September
30, 2016

March
31, 2016

September
30, 2015

Land $ 2,508 $2,508 $ 2,508
Buildings, leasehold interests and improvements 34,612 34,317 33,754
Machinery, equipment and other 89,630 87,675 86,722

126,750 124,500 122,984
Less - Accumulated depreciation and amortization (99,546 ) (97,447 ) (97,215 )
Net property, plant and equipment $ 27,204 $27,053 $ 25,769
Depreciation expense was $1,290,000 and $1,419,000 for the quarters ended September 30, 2016 and 2015,
respectively, and was $2,647,000 and $2,824,000 for the six months ended September 30, 2016 and 2015,
respectively.
Long-Lived Assets including Goodwill and Other Intangible Assets
The Company performs an annual impairment test of the carrying amount of goodwill and indefinite-lived intangible
assets in the fourth quarter of its fiscal year. Additionally, the Company would perform its impairment testing at an
interim date if events or circumstances indicate that goodwill or intangibles might be impaired. During the six months
ended September 30, 2016, there were no such events or circumstances.
The Company uses a dual approach to determine the fair value of its reporting units, including both a market approach
and an income approach. The Company believes the use of multiple valuation techniques results in a more accurate
indicator of the fair value of each reporting unit. The first step of the test compares the fair value of a reporting unit to
its carrying amount, including goodwill, as of the date of the test. If the carrying amount of the reporting unit exceeds
its fair value, the second step is performed. The second step compares the carrying amount of the goodwill to the
implied fair value of the goodwill. If the implied fair value of the goodwill is less than the carrying amount of the
goodwill, an impairment loss would be reported.
Other indefinite-lived intangible assets consist primarily of tradenames, which are also required to be tested annually
for impairment. The fair value of the Company’s tradenames is calculated using a “relief from royalty payments”
methodology. Long-lived assets (including property, plant and equipment), except for goodwill and indefinite-lived
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group may not be recoverable. If such asset group is considered to be impaired, the impairment to be recognized is the
amount by which the carrying amount of the asset group exceeds the fair value of the asset group. During the six
months ended September 30, 2016, there were no such events or circumstances. See Note 5 for further information on
other intangible assets.
Income Taxes
Income taxes are accounted for under the asset and liability method. Deferred tax assets and liabilities are recognized
for the future tax consequences attributable to differences between the financial statement carrying amounts of
existing assets and liabilities and their respective tax bases and operating loss and credit carryforwards. Deferred tax
assets and liabilities are measured using enacted tax rates expected to apply to taxable income in the years in which
those temporary differences and carryforwards are expected to be recovered or settled. The effect on deferred tax
assets and liabilities of a change in tax rates is recognized in income in the period that includes the enactment date.
The Company records a valuation allowance to reduce deferred tax assets to the amount that is more likely than not to
be realized.
The Company recognizes the impact of an uncertain tax position if it is more likely than not that such position will be
sustained on audit, based solely on the technical merits of the position.
Revenue Recognition
The Company recognizes revenue from product sales when the goods are shipped, title and risk of loss have been
transferred to the customer and collection is reasonably assured. Provisions for returns, allowances, rebates to
customers and other adjustments are provided in the same period that the related sales are recorded.
Net Income Per Common Share
The following table sets forth the computation of basic and diluted net income per common share for the three- and
six months ended September 30, 2016 and 2015 (in thousands, except per share data):

Three Months
Ended
September 30,

Six Months
Ended
September 30,

2016 2015 2016 2015
Numerator:
Net income $6,992 $11,229 $3,706 $8,161

Denominator:
Weighted average shares outstanding for basic net income per common share 9,076 9,148 9,065 9,245
Effect of dilutive stock options 31 89 46 100
Adjusted weighted average shares outstanding for diluted net income per common
share 9,107 9,237 9,111 9,345

Basic net income per common share $0.77 $1.23 $0.41 $0.88
Diluted net income per common share $0.77 $1.22 $0.41 $0.87
The Company has excluded 508,000 shares and 258,000 shares, consisting of outstanding stock options and unearned
restricted stock units, in computing diluted net income per common share for the three- and six months ended
September 30, 2016 and 2015, respectively, because their effects were antidilutive.
(2)BUSINESS ACQUISITION
On July 8, 2016, a subsidiary of the Company completed the acquisition of substantially all of the assets and business
of Lawrence Schiff Silk Mills, Inc. ("Schiff") for $1,125,000 in cash. Schiff was a leading U.S. manufacturer and
distributor of narrow woven ribbon prior to its April 2016 Chapter 11 bankruptcy filing. The acquisition was
accounted for using the acquisition method and resulted in a bargain purchase due to the fair value of the net assets
acquired of approximately $1,501,000 exceeding the amount paid.

8

Edgar Filing: AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL INC - Form S-3ASR

19



Table of Contents

The following table summarizes the preliminary fair values of the net assets acquired at the date of acquisition (in
thousands):
Inventory $865
Property, plant and equipment 350
Intangible assets 500
   Total assets acquired 1,715
Deferred tax liability (214 )
   Net assets acquired $1,501
In connection with this bargain purchase, the Company recorded a gain of approximately $376,000 which is included
in other (income) expense, net in the consolidated statements of operations in the quarter ended September 30, 2016.
(3)SHARE-BASED COMPENSATION
2013 Equity Compensation Plan
Under the terms of the Company’s 2013 Equity Compensation Plan (“2013 Plan”), the Company may grant incentive
stock options, non-qualified stock options, stock units, restricted stock grants, stock appreciation rights, stock bonus
awards and dividend equivalents to officers and other employees and non-employee directors. Grants under the 2013
Plan may be made through July 29, 2023. The term of each grant is at the discretion of the Company, but in no event
greater than ten years from the date of grant, and at the date of grant the Company has discretion to determine the date
or dates on which granted options become exercisable. Under the 2013 Plan, a committee of the Company's Board of
Directors (the "Board") approves grants to officers and other employees, and the Board approves grants to
non-employee directors. Service-based stock options outstanding as of September 30, 2016 become exercisable at the
rate of 25% per year commencing one year after the date of grant. Market-based stock options outstanding as of
September 30, 2016 become exercisable only if certain market conditions and service requirements are satisfied, and
the date(s) on which they become exercisable will depend on the period in which such market conditions and service
requirements are met, if at all, except that vesting and exercisability are accelerated upon a change of control.
Outstanding service-based restricted stock units ("RSUs") granted to employees vest at the rate of 50% of the shares
underlying the grant at each of the third and fourth anniversaries of the date on which the award was granted.
Service-based RSUs granted to directors and outstanding as of September 30, 2016 vest on July 31, 2017.
Market-based RSUs outstanding at September 30, 2016 will vest only if certain market conditions and service
requirements have been met, and the date(s) on which they vest will depend on the period in which such market
conditions and service requirements are met, if at all, except that vesting and redemption are accelerated upon a
change of control. At September 30, 2016, there were 640,338 shares available for grant under the 2013 Plan.
The fair value of each stock option and market-based RSU granted under the above plan was estimated on the date of
grant using either a Black-Scholes option pricing model (service-based awards) or a Monte Carlo simulation model
(market-based awards) with the following average assumptions:

Stock Options RSUs
Six Months
Ended
September 30,

Six Months
Ended
September 30,

2016 2015 2016 2015
Risk-free interest rate 1.66 % 1.96 % 1.20 % 1.29 %
Volatility 35.12% 36.90% 33.08% 36.86%
Dividend yield 2.91 % 2.59 % 2.99 % 2.60 %
Expected life of option (in years) 4.75 4.75
The fair value of each service-based RSU granted to employees was estimated on the day of grant based on the closing
price of the Company's common stock reduced by the present value of the expected dividend stream during the
vesting period using the risk-free interest rate. The fair value of each service-based RSU granted to directors, for
which dividend equivalents are paid upon vesting of the underlying awards, was estimated on the day of grant based
on the closing price of the Company's common stock.
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fair value of $21.47 and $18.46, respectively. As of September 30, 2016, there were 566,825 and 179,687 outstanding
stock options and RSUs, respectively.
As of September 30, 2016, there was $1,727,000 of total unrecognized compensation cost related to non-vested stock
option awards granted under the Company’s equity incentive plans which is expected to be recognized over a weighted
average period of 2.9 years. As of September 30, 2016, there was $2,013,000 of total unrecognized compensation cost
related to non-vested RSUs granted under the Company’s equity incentive plans which is expected to be recognized
over a weighted average period of 2.2 years.
On August 11, 2015, the Company granted 10,000 RSUs to the new Chair of the Company's Board of Directors. The
RSUs will become vested and convertible into a lump sum cash payment equal to the then fair market value of
corresponding shares of common stock of the Company if, and only to the extent that, certain service-based vesting
conditions and other terms and conditions are satisfied by August 15, 2017, or upon occurrence of a change of control.
The RSUs are classified as liability awards because they will be paid in cash upon vesting. The RSU award liability is
measured at its fair market value at the end of each reporting period and, therefore, will fluctuate based on the
performance of the Company's stock. The total amount accrued related to this grant as of September 30, 2016 was
$144,000 and is included in accrued payroll and other compensation in the condensed consolidated balance sheet. The
total amount accrued related to this grant as of September 30, 2015 was $17,000 and is included in long-term
obligations in the condensed consolidated balance sheet. During the six months ended September 30, 2016 and 2015,
dividend equivalents of $4,000 and $2,000 were paid in cash related to this liability classified award and were charged
to selling, general and administrative expenses.
Compensation cost related to stock options and RSUs (inclusive of the liability classified awards described above)
recognized in operating results (included in selling, general and administrative expenses) was $307,000 and $410,000
in the quarters ended September 30, 2016 and 2015, respectively, and $749,000 and $867,000 in the six months ended
September 30, 2016 and 2015, respectively.
(4)DERIVATIVE FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS
The Company enters into foreign currency forward contracts in order to reduce the impact of certain foreign currency
fluctuations on sales denominated in a foreign currency. Derivatives are not used for trading or speculative activities.
Firmly committed transactions and the related receivables may be hedged with forward exchange contracts. Gains and
losses arising from foreign currency forward contracts are recorded in other (income) expense, net as offsets of gains
and losses resulting from the underlying hedged transactions. A realized gain of $12,000 and $14,000 was recorded in
the three- and six months ended September 30, 2016, respectively. A realized gain of $9,000 was recorded in the
three- and six months ended September 30, 2015. As of September 30, 2016 and 2015, the notional amount of open
foreign currency forward contracts was $1,564,000 and $1,656,000, respectively. The related unrealized gain was
$14,000 and $97,000 at September 30, 2016 and 2015, respectively. The Company believes it does not have
significant counterparty credit risks as of September 30, 2016.
The following table shows the fair value of the foreign currency forward contracts designated as hedging instruments
and included in the Company’s condensed consolidated balance sheet (in thousands):

Fair Value of
Derivative
Instruments
Fair Value

Balance Sheet Location
September
30,
2016

September
30, 2015

Foreign currency forward contracts Other current assets $ 14 $ 97
(5)INTANGIBLE ASSETS
On September 30, 2016, the Company sold a manufacturing facility that was acquired as part of the acquisition of
substantially all of the assets and business of Blumenthal Lansing Company, LLC ("Blumenthal") on February 2,
2016. As the proceeds received from the sale of the building were in excess of the estimated fair value of the building
recorded in the transaction, the Company recorded an adjustment to increase property, plant and equipment and reduce
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The following table shows the change in goodwill for the six months ended September 30, 2016 (in thousands):
Balance at March 31, 2016 $19,974
Decrease in goodwill - Blumenthal (297 )
Balance at September 30, 2016 $19,677
With the acquisition of substantially all of the assets and business of Schiff on July 8, 2016, the Company recorded
intangible assets of $500,000 relating to customer lists which are being amortized over the estimated useful life of five
years. Additionally, in an unrelated transaction, the Company recorded customer lists of $100,000 which were
acquired during the second quarter of fiscal 2017 and are being amortized over two years.
The gross carrying amount and accumulated amortization of other intangible assets is as follows (in thousands):

September 30, 2016 March 31, 2016 September 30, 2015
Gross
Carrying
Amount

Accumulated
Amortization

Gross
Carrying
Amount

Accumulated
Amortization

Gross
Carrying
Amount

Accumulated
Amortization

Tradenames and trademarks $15,553 $ — $15,553 $ — $12,953 $ —
Customer relationships 39,757 14,940 39,157 13,444 29,957 12,183
Patents 1,164 767 1,164 708 1,164 650
Trademarks 403 348 403 333 403 318
Non-compete 530 192 530 139 530 86

$57,407 $ 16,247 $56,807 $ 14,624 $45,007 $ 13,237
Amortization expense related to intangible assets was $820,000 and $639,000 for the quarters ended September 30,
2016 and 2015, respectively, and was $1,623,000 and $1,278,000 for the six months ended September 30, 2016 and
2015. Based on the current composition of intangibles, amortization expense for the remainder of fiscal 2017 and each
of the succeeding four years is projected to be as follows (in thousands):
Remainder of fiscal 2017 $1,681
Fiscal 2018 3,362
Fiscal 2019 3,305
Fiscal 2020 3,244
Fiscal 2021 3,056
(6)TREASURY STOCK TRANSACTIONS
Under a stock repurchase program authorized by the Company's Board, the Company repurchased 352,789 shares of
the Company’s common stock for approximately $10,000,000 during the six months ended September 30, 2015. There
were no repurchases of the Company's common stock by the Company during the six months ended September 30,
2016. As of September 30, 2016, the Company had 303,166 shares remaining available for repurchase under the
Board’s authorizations.
(7)COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES
CSS and its subsidiaries are involved in ordinary, routine legal proceedings that are not considered by management to
be material. In the opinion of Company counsel and management, the ultimate liabilities resulting from such legal
proceedings will not materially affect the consolidated financial position of the Company or its results of operations or
cash flows.
(8)FAIR VALUE MEASUREMENTS
Recurring Fair Value Measurements
The Company uses certain derivative financial instruments as part of its risk management strategy to reduce foreign
currency risk. The Company recorded all derivatives on the condensed consolidated balance sheet at fair value based
on quotes obtained from financial institutions as of September 30, 2016.

11

Edgar Filing: AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL INC - Form S-3ASR

24



Table of Contents

The Company maintains a Nonqualified Supplemental Executive Retirement Plan ("SERP") for qualified employees
and invests assets to mirror the obligations under this Plan. The invested funds are maintained at a third party financial
institution in the name of CSS and are invested in publicly traded mutual funds. There have been no contributions
provided under the SERP since fiscal 2007 and there are four employees who maintain account balances as of
September 30, 2016. The Company maintains separate accounts for each participant to reflect deferred contribution
amounts and the related gains or losses on such deferred amounts. The investments are included in other current assets
and the related liability is recorded as deferred compensation and included in long-term obligations in the condensed
consolidated balance sheet. The fair value of the investments is based on the market price of the mutual funds as of
September 30, 2016.
The Company maintains two life insurance policies in connection with deferred compensation arrangements with two
former executives. The cash surrender value of the policies is recorded in other long-term assets in the condensed
consolidated balance sheets and is based on quotes obtained from the insurance company as of September 30, 2016.
To increase consistency and comparability in fair value measurements, the Financial Accounting Standards Board
("FASB") established a fair value hierarchy that prioritizes the inputs to valuation techniques into a three-level fair
value hierarchy. The fair value hierarchy gives the highest priority to quoted prices in active markets for identical
assets or liabilities (Level 1) and the lowest priority to unobservable inputs (Level 3). If the inputs used to measure the
financial assets and liabilities fall within different levels of the hierarchy, the categorization is based on the lowest
level input that is significant to the fair value measurement of the instrument.
The Company’s recurring assets and liabilities recorded on the condensed consolidated balance sheet are categorized
based on the inputs to the valuation techniques as follows:
Level 1 – Financial assets and liabilities whose values are based on unadjusted quoted prices for identical assets or
liabilities in an active market that the Company has the ability to access.
Level 2 – Financial assets and liabilities whose values are based on quoted prices in markets that are not active or
model inputs that are observable either directly or indirectly for substantially the full term of the asset or liability.
Examples of Level 2 inputs include quoted prices for identical or similar assets or liabilities in non-active markets and
pricing models whose inputs are observable for substantially the full term of the asset or liability.
Level 3 – Financial assets and liabilities whose values are based on prices or valuation techniques that require inputs
that are both unobservable and significant to the overall fair value measurement.
The following table presents the Company’s fair value hierarchy for those financial assets and liabilities measured at
fair value on a recurring basis in its condensed consolidated balance sheet as of September 30, 2016 and March 31,
2016 (in thousands):

Fair Value Measurements at September
30, 2016 Using

September
30, 2016

Quoted Prices In
Active
Markets
for
Identical
Assets
(Level
1)

Significant Other
Observable
Inputs (Level 2)

Significant
Unobservable
Inputs (Level 3)

Assets
Marketable securities $ 296 $296 $ — $ —
        Foreign exchange contracts 14 — 14 —
Cash surrender value of life insurance policies 1,166 — 1,166 —
Total assets $ 1,476 $296 $ 1,180 $ —
Liabilities
Deferred compensation plans $ 296 $296 $ — $ —
Total liabilities $ 296 $296 $ — $ —
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Fair Value Measurements at March 31,
2016 Using

March
31,
2016

Quoted Prices In
Active
Markets
for
Identical
Assets
(Level
1)

Significant Other
Observable
Inputs (Level 2)

Significant
Unobservable
Inputs (Level 3)

Assets
Marketable securities $278 $278 $ — $ —
Cash surrender value of life insurance policies 1,153 — 1,153 —
Total assets $1,431 $278 $ 1,153 $ —
Liabilities
Deferred compensation plans $278 $278 $ — $ —
Total liabilities $278 $278 $ — $ —
Cash and cash equivalents, accounts receivable, accounts payable and accrued expenses are reflected at carrying value
in the condensed consolidated balance sheets as such amounts are a reasonable estimate of their fair values due to the
short-term nature of these instruments. Short-term investments included held-to-maturity securities that were recorded
at amortized cost, which approximates fair value (Level 2), because their short-term maturity results in the interest
rates on these securities approximating current market interest rates.
Nonrecurring Fair Value Measurements
The Company’s nonfinancial assets which are measured at fair value on a nonrecurring basis include property, plant
and equipment, goodwill, intangible assets and certain other assets. These assets are not measured at fair value on a
recurring basis; however, they are subject to fair value adjustments in certain circumstances, such as when there is
evidence that an impairment may exist. In making the assessment of impairment, recoverability of assets to be held
and used is measured by a comparison of the carrying amount of the asset group to future net cash flows estimated by
the Company to be generated by such assets. If such asset group is considered to be impaired, the impairment to be
recognized is the amount by which the carrying amount of the asset group exceeds the fair value of the asset group.
Assets to be disposed of are recorded at the lower of their carrying value or estimated net realizable value.
As discussed in Note 2, the Company acquired substantially all of the assets and business of Schiff on July 8, 2016
and determined that the aggregate preliminary fair value of acquired intangible assets, consisting of customer
relationships, was $500,000. The Company estimated the fair value of the acquired intangible assets using discounted
cash flow techniques which included an estimate of future cash flows discounted to present value with an appropriate
risk-adjusted discount rate (Level 3). As discussed in Note 5, the Company acquired certain customer lists in the
amount of $100,000 during the second quarter of fiscal 2016. The Company estimated the fair value of the acquired
customer lists as the amount paid to acquire such customer lists (Level 2).
Goodwill and indefinite-lived intangibles are subject to impairment testing on an annual basis, or sooner if events or
circumstances indicate a condition of impairment may exist. Impairment testing is conducted through valuation
methods that are based on assumptions for matters such as interest and discount rates, growth projections and other
future business conditions (Level 3). These valuation methods require a significant degree of management judgment
concerning the use of internal and external data. In the event these methods indicate that fair value is less than the
carrying value, the asset is recorded at fair value as determined by the valuation models. As of September 30, 2016,
the Company believes that no impairments exist.
(9)RECENT ACCOUNTING PRONOUNCEMENTS
In August 2016, the FASB issued Accounting Standards Update ("ASU") 2016-15, "Statement of Cash Flows (Topic
230): Classification of Certain Cash Receipts and Cash Payments" ("ASU 2016-15"). ASU 2016-15 clarifies and
provides guidance on eight cash flow classification issues and is intended to reduce existing diversity in practice in
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how certain cash receipts and cash payments are presented and classified in the statement of cash flows. ASU 2016-15
is effective for annual periods beginning after December 15, 2017, including interim periods within those fiscal years.
Early adoption is permitted, including adoption in an interim period. The Company does not anticipate that this
guidance will have a material impact on its consolidated financial statements.
In March 2016, the FASB issued ASU 2016-09, "Compensation - Stock Compensation (Topic 718): Improvements to
Employee Share-Based Payment Accounting" ("ASU 2016-09"). ASU 2016-09 simplifies several aspects of
accounting for share-based payment award transactions, including income tax consequences, classification of awards
as either liability or equity, and classification on the statement of cash flows. The standard is effective for annual
periods beginning after December 15, 2016, including interim periods within those fiscal years. Early adoption is
permitted.
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The Company is currently evaluating the impact the adoption of ASU 2016-09 will have on its consolidated financial
statements.
In February 2016, the FASB issued ASU 2016-02, "Leases (Topic 842)" ("ASU 2016-02"). ASU 2016-02 requires
lessees to record a right-of-use asset and lease liability on the balance sheet for all leases with terms longer than 12
months. Leases will be classified as either finance or operating, with classification affecting the pattern of expense
recognition in the income statement. ASU 2016-02 is effective for fiscal years beginning after December 15, 2018,
including interim periods within those fiscal years. Early adoption is permitted. A modified retrospective transition
approach is required for lessees for capital and operating leases existing at, or entered into after, the beginning of the
earliest comparative periods presented in the financial statements, with certain practical expedients available. The
standard also requires certain quantitative and qualitative disclosures. The Company is currently evaluating the effect
that ASU 2016-02 will have on its consolidated financial statements and related disclosures.
In November 2015, the FASB issued ASU 2015-17, "Balance Sheet Classification of Deferred Taxes" ("ASU
2015-17"), which requires entities to present all deferred tax liabilities and assets as noncurrent on the balance sheet
instead of separating deferred taxes into current and noncurrent amounts. The Company adopted ASU 2015-17 on a
retrospective basis in the fourth quarter of fiscal 2016. The adoption of ASU 2015-17 resulted in a $4,652,000
reduction in current deferred tax assets, a $4,413,000 increase in noncurrent deferred tax assets, and a $239,000
reduction in noncurrent deferred tax liabilities as of September 30, 2015.
In September 2015, the FASB issued ASU 2015-16, "Simplifying the Accounting for Measurement-Period
Adjustments" ("ASU 2015-16"). ASU 2015-16 eliminates the requirement for an acquirer in a business combination
to account for measurement-period adjustments retrospectively. This guidance was effective for the Company
beginning April 1, 2016 and will be applied prospectively to adjustments arising after that date. There was no impact
of adopting this standard at the date of adoption.
In July 2015, the FASB issued ASU 2015-11, "Simplifying the Measurement of Inventory" ("ASU 2015-11"). ASU
2015-11 amends the guidelines for the measurement of inventory from lower of cost or market to the lower of cost
and net realizable value (NRV). NRV is defined as the estimated selling prices in the ordinary course of business less
reasonably predictable costs of completion, disposal, and transportation. Under existing standards, inventory is
measured at lower of cost or market, which requires the consideration of replacement cost, NRV and NRV less an
amount that approximates a normal profit margin. This ASU eliminates the requirement to determine and consider
replacement cost or NRV less a normal profit margin for inventory measurement. The new standard is effective
prospectively for fiscal years beginning after December 15, 2016, with early adoption permitted. The Company is
currently evaluating the effect that ASU 2015-11 will have on its consolidated financial statements.
In May 2014, the FASB issued ASU 2014-09, "Revenue from Contracts with Customers" ("ASU 2014-09"). ASU
2014-09 provides a single model for entities to use in accounting for revenue arising from contracts with customers
and will supersede most current revenue recognition guidance. The new standard also requires expanded disclosures
regarding the qualitative and quantitative information about the nature, amount, timing, and uncertainty of revenue
and cash flows arising from contracts with customers. The new guidance is effective for annual reporting periods
beginning after December 15, 2017, including interim periods within that reporting period. Early application is
permitted for fiscal years beginning after December 15, 2016. The standard permits the use of either a full
retrospective or a modified retrospective approach. The Company is evaluating the method by which it will adopt
ASU 2014-09 and the impact it will have on its consolidated financial statements and related disclosures.
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CSS INDUSTRIES, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES
ITEM 2. MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS OF FINANCIAL
CONDITION AND RESULTS OF OPERATIONS
STRATEGIC OVERVIEW
The strategy of CSS is to build on existing relationships with craft, seasonal and celebrations customers by expanding
and diversifying its product lines and thereby growing presence in the largest retailers in North America. This will
include acquiring companies which fit into appropriate acquisition parameters. We actively meet with craft, seasonal
and celebrations companies to review and assess potential acquisition targets.
Approximately 61% of the Company's annual sales are attributable to all occasion products with the remainder
attributable to seasonal (Christmas, Valentine's Day and Easter) products. Seasonal products are sold primarily to
mass market retailers, and the Company has relatively high market share in many of these categories. Most of these
markets have shown little growth and in some cases have declined in recent years. The Company continues to
confront significant price pressure as its competitors source certain products from overseas and its customers increase
direct sourcing from overseas factories. Increasing customer concentration has augmented their bargaining power,
which has also contributed to price pressure. In recent fiscal years, the Company has experienced lower sales in
Christmas boxed greeting cards and gift tags.
The Company has taken several measures to respond to sales volume, cost and price pressures. The Company believes
it continues to have strong core Christmas product offerings which has allowed it to compete effectively in this
competitive market. In addition, the Company is pursuing new product initiatives related to craft, all occasion and
seasonal products, including new licensed and non-licensed product offerings. CSS continually invests in product and
packaging design and product knowledge to assure that it can continue to provide unique added value to its customers.
In addition, CSS maintains a purchasing office in Hong Kong to be able to provide foreign-sourced products at
competitive prices. CSS continually evaluates the efficiency and productivity of its North American production and
distribution facilities and of its back office operations to maintain its competitiveness.
On July 8, 2016, a subsidiary of the Company completed the acquisition of substantially all of the assets of Lawrence
Schiff Silk Mills, Inc. ("Schiff") for approximately $1,125,000 in cash. Schiff was a leading U.S. manufacturer and
distributor of narrow woven ribbon prior to its April 2016 Chapter 11 bankruptcy filing. The acquisition was
accounted for using the acquisition method and resulted in a bargain purchase due to the fair value of the net assets
acquired of approximately $1,501,000 exceeding the amount paid. In connection with this bargain purchase, the
Company recorded a gain of approximately $376,000 which is included in other (income) expense, net in the
consolidated statements of operations in the quarter ended September 30, 2016.
On February 2, 2016, a subsidiary of the Company completed the acquisition of substantially all of the business and
assets of Blumenthal Lansing Company, LLC ("Blumenthal") for approximately $19,626,000 in cash, including
transaction costs of approximately $81,000. The Company also incurred costs of approximately $1,028,000 in fiscal
2016, primarily related to severance. Blumenthal was the leading provider of buttons to the sewing and craft markets
in the United States, selling to mass market retailers and wholesale distributors that service independent retail stores.
As of September 30, 2016, a portion of the purchase price is being held in escrow for certain post-closing adjustments
and indemnification obligations. The acquisition was accounted for as a purchase, and $3,778,000, which is the excess
of cost over fair value of the net tangible and identifiable intangible assets acquired, was recorded as goodwill in the
accompanying condensed consolidated balance sheet. For tax purposes, goodwill resulting from this acquisition is
deductible.
CRITICAL ACCOUNTING POLICIES
The consolidated financial statements are prepared in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the
United States. The preparation of these financial statements requires management to make estimates and assumptions
that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of
the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results
could differ from those estimates.
The significant accounting policies of the Company are described in the notes to the consolidated financial statements
included in the Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2016. Judgments and estimates of
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areas requiring significant judgments and estimates: revenue; the assessment of the recoverability of goodwill and
other intangible and long-lived assets; the valuation of inventory and accounts receivable; income tax accounting; the
valuation of share-based awards and resolution of litigation and other proceedings. There have been no material
changes to the critical accounting policies affecting the
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application of those accounting policies as noted in the Company’s annual report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year
ended March 31, 2016.
RESULTS OF OPERATIONS
Seasonality
The seasonal nature of CSS’ business has historically resulted in lower sales levels and operating losses in the first and
fourth quarters and comparatively higher sales levels and operating profits in the second and third quarters of the
Company’s fiscal year, which ends March 31, thereby causing significant fluctuations in the quarterly results of
operations of the Company.
Six Months Ended September 30, 2016 Compared to Six Months Ended September 30, 2015
Sales for the six months ended September 30, 2016 decreased 6% to $146,609,000 from $155,705,000 in the six
months ended September 30, 2015 partially due to lower sales of Christmas products of $6,142,000, some of which is
related to timing as a portion of our known Christmas 2016 sales volume is with retailers who have requested that
product shipments occur during our third quarter, compared to product shipments that occurred during our second
quarter in the prior year. The remaining sales decline is primarily attributable to a portion of our craft and floral ribbon
sales volume, which in the prior year had shipped in our second quarter, now expected to ship in the last six months of
fiscal 2017. These sales declines were partially offset by incremental sales of buttons of $5,657,000 related to the
acquisition of substantially all of the business and assets of Blumenthal on February 2, 2016.
Cost of sales, as a percentage of sales, increased to 70% in the six months ended September 30, 2016 from 68% in the
six months ended September 30, 2015 primarily due to the mix of product shipped in the current year compared to the
prior year, and higher distribution and freight costs of $1,703,000 related to inefficiencies of two warehouse
consolidation projects. The warehouse consolidation projects, which were substantially completed as of September 30,
2016, involved the closing of a distribution facility in El Paso, Texas in the fourth quarter of fiscal 2016 and the
closing of a manufacturing and distribution facility in Lansing, Iowa, which was acquired as part of the Blumenthal
acquisition, in the second quarter of fiscal 2017. The Company consolidated the distribution operations of the two
closed facilities into the Company's existing distribution facilities in Florence, Alabama.
Selling, general and administrative expenses of $38,495,000 in the six months ended September 30, 2016 increased
from $37,400,000 in the six months ended September 30, 2015 primarily due to incremental costs related to the
Blumenthal acquisition of $1,641,000; higher legal and professional fees of $537,000 primarily relating to the
Company's participation in "sunset" review proceedings conducted by the U.S. Department of Commerce and the U.S.
International Trade Commission in connection with the fifth anniversary of the initiation of trade remedies on certain
imported narrow woven ribbon products, which proceedings concluded in the Company's favor in August 2016
("Sunset Review"); and higher product development costs of $419,000. Partially offsetting these increases were lower
incentive compensation of $978,000 and lower severance of $251,000.
Interest income, net of $93,000 in the six months ended September 30, 2016 increased from $82,000 in the six months
ended September 30, 2015 primarily due to higher rates of return on invested balances compared to the same quarter
in the prior year.
Other income of $478,000 in the six months ended September 30, 2016 compared to $0 in the six months ended
September 30, 2015 primarily due to the gain on bargain purchase of $376,000 related to the acquisition of
substantially all of the assets and business of Schiff on July 8, 2016. The acquisition was accounted for using the
acquisition method and resulted in a bargain purchase due to the fair value of the net assets acquired of approximately
$1,501,000 exceeding the amount paid of $1,125,000. There was no such gain recorded in the six months ended
September 30, 2015. Also contributing to the increase were favorable foreign currency transactions recorded in the
current year compared to the prior year.
Income taxes, as a percentage of income before income taxes, were 38% and 37% in the six months ended
September 30, 2016 and 2015, respectively. The increase in income taxes, as a percentage of income before taxes, was
primarily attributable to differences between the financial statement bases and tax bases of assets acquired in the
Schiff acquisition in the current fiscal year.
Net income for the six months ended September 30, 2016 was $3,706,000, or $0.41 per diluted share compared to
$8,161,000, or $0.87 per diluted share for the comparable period in 2015.
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Three Months Ended September 30, 2016 Compared to Three Months Ended September 30, 2015 
Sales for the three months ended September 30, 2016 decreased 9% to $101,291,000 from $111,477,000 in the three
months ended September 30, 2015 partially due to lower sales of Christmas products of $5,818,000, some of which is
related to timing as a portion of our known Christmas 2016 sales volume is with retailers who have requested that
product shipments occur during our third quarter, compared to product shipments that occurred during our second
quarter in the prior year. The remaining sales decline is primarily attributable to a portion of our craft and floral ribbon
sales volume, which in the prior year
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had shipped in our second quarter, now expected to ship in the last six months of fiscal 2017. These sales declines
were partially offset by incremental sales of buttons of $2,549,000 related to the acquisition of substantially all of the
business and assets of Blumenthal on February 2, 2016.
Cost of sales, as a percentage of sales, increased to 69% in the three months ended September 30, 2016 from 66% in
the three months ended September 30, 2015 primarily due to the mix of product shipped in the current year compared
to the prior year, and higher distribution and freight costs of $1,032,000 related to inefficiencies of two warehouse
consolidation projects.
Selling, general and administrative expenses of $20,921,000 in the three months ended September 30, 2016 increased
from $20,100,000 in the three months ended September 30, 2015 primarily due to incremental expenses related to the
Blumenthal acquisition of $784,000; higher product development costs of $320,000; and higher legal and professional
fees of $383,000, partially relating to the Company's participation in the Sunset Review. Partially offsetting these
increases was lower incentive compensation of $916,000.
Interest income, net of $4,000 in the three months ended September 30, 2016 decreased from $10,000 in the three
months ended September 30, 2015 primarily due to lower average balances of funds invested in short-term
investments compared to the prior year.
Other income, net of $387,000 in the three months ended September 30, 2016 compared to other expense, net of
$48,000 in the three months ended September 30, 2015. The increase in other income, net was primarily due to the
gain on bargain purchase of $376,000 related to the the acquisition of substantially all of the assets and business of
Schiff on July 8, 2016. There was no such gain recorded in the three months ended September 30, 2015.
Income taxes, as a percentage of income before income taxes, were 37% and 36% in the three months ended
September 30, 2016 and 2015, respectively. The increase in income taxes, as a percentage of income before taxes, was
primarily attributable to differences between the financial statement bases and tax bases of assets acquired in the
Schiff acquisition during the second quarter of fiscal 2017.
Net income for the three months ended September 30, 2016 was $6,992,000, or $0.77 per diluted share compared to
$11,229,000, or $1.22 per diluted share for the comparable period in 2015.
LIQUIDITY AND CAPITAL RESOURCES
At September 30, 2016, the Company had working capital of $179,404,000 and stockholders’ equity of $271,875,000.
Operating activities used net cash of $42,026,000 during the six months ended September 30, 2016 compared to
$37,361,000 in the six months ended September 30, 2015. Net cash used for operating activities during the six months
ended September 30, 2016 reflected our working capital requirements which resulted in an increase in accounts
receivable of $48,987,000 primarily reflecting seasonal billings of current year Christmas accounts receivable, net of
current year collections; an increase in inventory of $19,815,000 and an increase in accounts payable of $13,652,000
due to the normal seasonal inventory build for the fiscal 2017 shipping season, as well as higher inventory related to
the Blumenthal and Schiff acquisitions, and higher levels of finished goods inventory to support new all occasion
customer reset programs; and an increase in other accrued liabilities of $1,683,000. Included in net income for the six
months ended September 30, 2016 were non-cash charges for depreciation and amortization of $4,270,000, provision
for accounts receivable allowances of $2,553,000, deferred tax provision of $799,000, share-based compensation of
$688,000 and gain on bargain purchase of $376,000. Net cash used for operating activities during the six months
ended September 30, 2015 reflected our working capital requirements which resulted in an increase in accounts
receivable of $54,558,000 primarily reflecting seasonal billings of current year Christmas accounts receivable, net of
current year collections; an increase in inventory of $13,774,000 and an increase in accounts payable of $13,942,000
due to the normal seasonal inventory build for the fiscal 2016 shipping season; and an increase in other accrued
liabilities of $2,077,000. Included in net income for the six months ended September 30, 2015 were non-cash charges
for depreciation and amortization of $4,102,000, provision for accounts receivable allowances of $1,530,000,
share-based compensation of $867,000 and a deferred tax provision of $745,000.
Our investing activities provided net cash of $56,255,000 in the six months ended September 30, 2016, consisting of
the proceeds from held-to-maturity securities of $60,000,000, partially offset by capital expenditures of $2,831,000
and the purchase of a business of $1,125,000. In the six months ended September 30, 2015, our investing activities
provided net cash of $42,282,000, consisting primarily of the proceeds from held-to-maturity securities of
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$70,000,000, partially offset by purchases of held-to-maturity securities of $24,924,000 and capital expenditures of
$2,817,000.
Our financing activities used net cash of $3,915,000 in the six months ended September 30, 2016, consisting primarily
of payments of cash dividends of $3,634,000. In the six months ended September 30, 2015, financing activities used
net cash of $13,605,000, consisting primarily of purchases of treasury stock of $10,000,000 and payments of cash
dividends of $3,321,000.
Under a stock repurchase program authorized by the Company's Board of Directors, the Company repurchased
352,789 shares of the Company’s common stock for $10,000,000 during the six months ended September 30, 2015.
There were no 
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repurchases of the Company's common stock by the Company during the six months ended September 30, 2016. As of
September 30, 2016, the Company had 303,166 shares remaining available for repurchase under the Board’s
authorization.
The Company relies primarily on cash generated from its operations and, if needed, seasonal borrowings under its
revolving credit facility to meet its liquidity requirements throughout the year. Historically, a significant portion of the
Company’s revenues have been seasonal, primarily Christmas related, with approximately 68% of sales recognized in
the second and third quarters. As payment for sales of Christmas related products is usually not received until just
before or just after the holiday selling season in accordance with general industry practice, working capital has
historically increased in the second and third quarters, peaking prior to Christmas and dropping thereafter. Seasonal
financing requirements are available under a revolving credit facility with two banks. Reflecting the seasonality of the
Company’s business, the maximum credit available at any one time under the credit facility (“Commitment Level”)
adjusts to $50,000,000 from February to June (“Low Commitment Period”), $100,000,000 from July to October
(“Medium Commitment Period”) and $150,000,000 from November to January (“High Commitment Period”) in each
respective year over the term of the facility. The Company has the option to increase the Commitment Level during
part of any Low Commitment Period from $50,000,000 to an amount not less than $62,500,000 and not in excess of
$125,000,000; provided, however, that the Commitment Level must remain at $50,000,000 for at least three
consecutive months during each Low Commitment Period. The Company has the option to increase the Commitment
Level during all or part of any Medium Commitment Period from $100,000,000 to an amount not in excess
$125,000,000. Fifteen days prior written notice is required for the Company to exercise an option to increase the
Commitment Level with respect to a particular Low Commitment Period or Medium Commitment Period. The
Company may exercise an option to increase the Commitment Level no more than three times each calendar year.
This financing facility is available to fund the Company's seasonal borrowing needs and to provide the Company with
sources of capital for general corporate purposes, including acquisitions as permitted under the revolving credit
facility. This facility is due to expire on March 16, 2020. At September 30, 2016, there were no borrowings
outstanding under the Company’s revolving credit facility, and the Company did not borrow any amount under the
facility during the six months ended September 30, 2016. The Company is in compliance with all financial debt
covenants as of September 30, 2016. Based on its current operating plan, the Company believes its sources of
available capital are adequate to meet its future cash needs for at least the next 12 months.
As of September 30, 2016, the Company’s letter of credit commitments are as follows (in thousands):

Less than 1
Year

1-3
Years

4-5
Years

After 5
Years Total

Letters of credit $ 1,136 — — — $1,136
The Company has a reimbursement obligation with respect to stand-by letters of credit that guarantee the funding of
workers compensation claims. The Company has no financial guarantees with any third parties or related parties other
than with respect to certain obligations of its subsidiaries.
As of September 30, 2016, the Company is committed to pay guaranteed minimum royalties attributable to sales of
certain licensed products. Reference is made to contractual obligations included in the Company’s annual report on
Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2016. There have been no significant changes to such contractual
obligations.
In the ordinary course of business, the Company enters into arrangements with vendors to purchase merchandise in
advance of expected delivery. These purchase orders do not contain any significant termination payments or other
penalties if cancelled.
LABOR RELATIONS
With the exception of the bargaining unit at the ribbon manufacturing facility in Hagerstown, Maryland, which totaled
83 employees as of September 30, 2016, CSS employees are not represented by labor unions. Because of the seasonal
nature of certain of its businesses, the number of production employees fluctuates during the year. The collective
bargaining agreement with the labor union representing the Hagerstown-based production and maintenance employees
remains in effect until December 31, 2017.
ACCOUNTING PRONOUNCEMENTS
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See Note 9 to the consolidated financial statements for information concerning recent accounting pronouncements and
the impact of those standards.
FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS
This report includes “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of
1995, including statements regarding product shipments expected to take place in the second half of fiscal 2017; the
Company’s strategy to grow its presence in the largest retailers in North America by expanding and diversifying the
Company’s product lines, including through acquisitions; pursuing new product initiatives within certain identified
product categories; the expected
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future impact of legal proceedings; the anticipated effects of measures taken by the Company to respond to sales
volume, cost and price pressures; the expected amount and timing of future amortization expense and future
compensation expense relating to non-vested outstanding stock options and RSUs; and the Company’s belief that its
sources of available capital are adequate to meet its future cash needs for at least the next 12 months. Forward-looking
statements are based on the beliefs of the Company’s management as well as assumptions made by and information
currently available to the Company’s management as to future events and financial performance with respect to the
Company’s operations. Forward-looking statements speak only as of the date made. The Company undertakes no
obligation to update any forward-looking statements to reflect the events or circumstances arising after the date as of
which they were made. Actual events or results may differ materially from those discussed in forward-looking
statements as a result of various factors, including without limitation: uncertainties associated with forecasting future
shipment volumes, including the risk that future shipments may fall short of management’s current estimates; general
market and economic conditions; increased competition (including competition from foreign products which may be
imported at less than fair value and from foreign products which may benefit from foreign governmental subsidies);
difficulties entering new markets and/or developing new and complementary products that drive incremental sales;
information technology risks, such as cyber attacks and data breaches; increased operating costs, including
labor-related and energy costs and costs relating to the imposition or retrospective application of duties on imported
products; currency risks and other risks associated with international markets; difficulties identifying and evaluating
suitable acquisition opportunities; risks associated with acquisitions, including realization of intangible assets and
recoverability of long-lived assets, and acquisition integration costs and the risk that the Company may not be able to
integrate and derive the expected benefits from such acquisitions; risks associated with the Company’s warehouse
consolidation projects, including the risk that expected efficiencies from the projects may not be realized in the
timeframe currently anticipated by the Company; the risk that customers may become insolvent, may delay payments
or may impose deductions or penalties on amounts owed to the Company; costs of compliance with governmental
regulations and government investigations; liability associated with non-compliance with governmental regulations,
including regulations pertaining to the environment, federal and state employment laws, and import and export
controls, customs laws and consumer product safety regulations; and other factors described more fully in the
Company’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2016 and elsewhere in the Company’s
filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission. As a result of these factors, readers are cautioned not to place
undue reliance on any forward-looking statements included herein or that may be made elsewhere from time to time
by, or on behalf of, the Company.
ITEM 3. QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE DISCLOSURES ABOUT MARKET RISK
The Company’s activities expose it to a variety of market risks, including the effects of changes in interest rates and
foreign currency exchange rates. The Company actively monitors these exposures and, where considered appropriate,
manages these risks. The Company manages its exposure to foreign currency fluctuations by entering into foreign
currency forward contracts to hedge the majority of firmly committed transactions and related receivables that are
denominated in a foreign currency. The Company does not enter into contracts for trading purposes and does not use
leveraged instruments. The market risks associated with debt obligations and other significant instruments as of
September 30, 2016 have not materially changed from March 31, 2016 (see Item 7A of the Company’s Annual Report
on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2016).
ITEM 4. CONTROLS AND PROCEDURES

(a)Evaluation of Disclosure Controls and Procedures. As of the end of the period covered by this report, the
Company’s management, with the participation of the Company’s President and Chief Executive Officer and Vice
President – Finance and Interim Chief Financial Officer, evaluated the effectiveness of the Company’s disclosure
controls and procedures in accordance with Rule 13a-15 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (the “Exchange
Act”). Based upon that evaluation, the President and Chief Executive Officer and Vice President – Finance and
Interim Chief Financial Officer concluded that the Company’s disclosure controls and procedures are effective in
providing reasonable assurance that information required to be disclosed by the Company in reports that it files
under the Exchange Act is (i) recorded, processed, summarized and reported within the time periods specified in
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the Securities and Exchange Commission’s rules and forms and (ii) accumulated and communicated to our
management, including the President and Chief Executive Officer and Vice President – Finance and Interim Chief
Financial Officer, as appropriate to allow timely decisions regarding disclosure.

(b)

Changes in Internal Controls. There was no change in the Company’s internal control over financial reporting (as
defined in Rules 13a-15(f) and 15d-15(f) as promulgated by the Securities and Exchange Commission under the
Exchange Act) during the second quarter of fiscal year 2017 that has materially affected, or is reasonably likely to
materially affect, the Company’s internal control over financial reporting.
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CSS INDUSTRIES, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES
PART II - OTHER INFORMATION
Item 6. Exhibits

*10.1 CSS Industries, Inc. Change of Control Severance Pay Plan for Executive Management (as amended
through August 1, 2016).

*10.2 Summary of Sales Commission Arrangement for Carey Edwards adopted August 1, 2016.

  10.3
CSS Industries, Inc. 2013 Equity Compensation Plan, as amended and restated effective August 2, 2016
(incorporated by reference to Exhibit 10.1 to the Registrant's Current Report on Form 8-K filed on
August 5, 2016).

*10.4 Form of Grant Instrument for Restricted Stock Units granted to Non-Employee Directors on August 2,
2016 under the Company's 2013 Equity Compensation Plan.

*Exhibit 31.1 Certification of the Chief Executive Officer of CSS Industries, Inc. required by Rule 13a-14(a) under the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934.

*Exhibit 31.2 Certification of the Chief Financial Officer of CSS Industries, Inc. required by Rule 13a-14(a) under the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934.

*Exhibit 32.1 Certification of the Chief Executive Officer of CSS Industries, Inc. required by Rule 13a-14(b) under the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and 18 U. S. C. Section 1350.

*Exhibit 32.2 Certification of the Chief Financial Officer of CSS Industries, Inc. required by Rule 13a-14(b) under the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and 18 U. S. C. Section 1350.

*101.INS XBRL Instance Document.
*101.SCH XBRL Schema Document.
*101.CAL XBRL Taxonomy Extension Calculation Linkbase Document.
*101.LAB XBRL Taxonomy Extension Label Linkbase Document.
*101.PRE XBRL Taxonomy Extension Presentation Linkbase Document.
*101.DEF XBRL Taxonomy Extension Definition Linkbase Document.

*    Filed with this Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q.
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SIGNATURES
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

CSS INDUSTRIES, INC.
(Registrant)

Date: October 25, 2016 By: /s/ Christopher J. Munyan
Christopher J. Munyan
President and Chief Executive Officer
(principal executive officer)

Date: October 25, 2016 By: /s/ David F. McHugh
David F. McHugh
Vice President – Finance and Interim Chief Financial Officer
(principal financial and accounting officer)
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